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after he gave that vote, upon the ground on which 
they all justified it, and that this editorial was an 
afierthought, written because he {Mr. G.] had 
been twitted by certain newspapers with having 
yoied for the books. He held himself ready to 
name the persons by whom he could prove it. 

{Loud cries of ** Name them; name them.’’] 

Mr. EDWARDS (responding to the repeated | 
invitations which were addressed to him) said, 
Cnuarces Hupson, Dr. Daruine, and Mr. Per- 
NAM. ; 

(The excitement was very great, and there was 
much confusion in all parts of the Hall—many 
members standing in the aisles, or crowding for- 
ward to the area and the vicinity of Mr. Greecey. | 

Mr. GREELEY, (addressing Mr. Epwarps.) 
I say, neither of these gentlemen will say so. 

Mr. EDWARDS. _ [ hold myself responsible 
for the proof. (Addressing Mr. Hupson,) Mr. 
Hvpson will come to the stand. [General laugh- 


ter. 
“The CHAIRMAN called the committee to or- 


er. 
. Mr. EDWARDS. I have named the gentlemen. 
The CHAIRMAN again called the committee 
to order, and requested gentlemen to take their 
seats. No motitn could be entertained (he said) 
until order was restored. 
Mr. VINTON rose, and addressed the Chair. 
Mr. GREELEY. I hope the committee will 
not rise until the witnesses have come forward. 
Mr. VINTON wished to make one word of ex- 
lanation; and having moved a pro forma amend- 
ment for the purpose, he proceeded to make a 
statement with reference to the action of the House 
at the last session and the present, to the action of 
the Committee of Ways and Means and of himself, 
in reference to the purchase of books. He spoke 
of the item of about $76,000 which had been in- 
cluded in the deficiency bill for payment for the 
copies of the Documentary History ordered at the 
last session. He said he was one of those who, 
in the last Congress, had very much doubted the 
expediency of purchasing those books, He referred 
to the resolution which at this session had been 
brought up to rescind the resolution of the last 
session by which the books had been ordered, and 
said he was one of those who had voted to rescind 


that resolution, the effect of which would have been | 


to have relieved Congress from making the appro- 
priation of some $70,000 or $80,000, which the 
Clerk of the House estimated to be necessary to 
carry that resolution into execution. A large ma- 
jority of the House, however, had thought other- 
wise, and by their vote had directed the appropria- 
tion to be made. He had then, the same day in 
which this resolution to rescind the previous reso- 


lution had been voted down, called upon the Clerk || 


(as he deemed it his duty to do) to give him an 
estimate of the appropriation that would be neces- 


sary to carry the resolution into effect. He did not | 
consider that he had the right to set up his private | 


opinion against what the House had directed, when 
they had said, by resolution, that the appropriation 
should be made. The Clerk had furnished him 


with the estimate; he had laid it before the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, and had reported it 


under the direction of the committee, who deemed 
that, as the organ of the ELouse, they had -no 
right to withhold bills for an 
which were demanded by the House, whatever 
their private opinions might be as to their expedi- 
ency. In this manner, as the organ of the House, 
he very often reported appropriations which, if he 
could exercise his judgment as to the expediency 
of them, he should not report. 

Mr. GREELEY renewed the pro forma amend- 
ment, he said, because an attempt had been made 
to call gentlemen out in opposition to him, who 
would not cgme before this aie and say that he 


had said one word to them in conversation, which | 


was inconsistent with what he had before stated 


on this floor, or with this article. He presumed | 
roceeding was irregular, but other gentlemen | 


the 
had been allowed to attack him, and he wished the 
same opportunity of defence. Now, these gentle- 
men who had been named as witnesses to contra- 


22 


appropriations | 
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dict what he had said in this article, he required, 
he demanded that they should come forward and 
say whether there was one word said there which 
he had contradicted in private conversation. 

Mr.EDWARDS. The gentlemen are on hand. 

Mr.GREELEY. No doubt the House 1s bound 
to make the appropriation, but I knew what kind 
of opposition would be made to me, and [ tried to 
vote against it. Now, if there is any gentleman 
who will say that he has understood me to say 
that I voted for it understandingly, L call upon him 
to come forward—— 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
testimony. 
is the man. 

[ Members had again flocked into the area. There 
were cries of ** Hupsox, Hvupsoyn,”’ ** down in 
front,” and great disorder throughout the House. ] 

The CHAIRMAN again earnestly called to 
order; and all proceedings were arrested for the 
moment, in order to obtain order. 

The House having become partially stilled— 

Mr. HUDSON rose and said, I suppose it is not 
in order for me to address the committee; but, as 
lL have been called upon, if there is no objection, 
I have no objection on my part to state what I 
have heard the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
GREELEY] say. 

{ Cries from all quarters, ‘* Hear him, hear him.’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. If there is no objection, 
the gentleman can proceed. e 

No objection being made— 

Mr. HUDSON said, I can say, then, that ona 
particular day, when this book resolution had been 
before the House—as it was before the House sev- 
eral times—I cannot designate the day, but one 
day when we had been passing upon the question 
of books, in walking from the Capitol, I fell in 
with my friend from New York, {[Mr. Greevey;] 
thatswe conversed from the Capitol down on to 
the avenue in relation to these books; that he stated 
—as I understood him (and I think I could not 
have beén mistaken )—that he was in favor of the 
purchase of the books; that he either had or should 
vote for the books, and he stated two reasons: the 
one was, that some of these publications were of 
such acharacter that they would never be pub- 
lished unless there was some public patronage held 
out to the publishers; and the other reason was, 
that the other class of these books at least con- 
|| tained important elements of history, which would 

be lost unless gathered up and published soon, 

and as the distribution of these books was to dif- 

fuse the information over the community, he was in 

favor of the purchase of the books; and that he 

himself had suffered from not having access to 
| works of this character. That was the substance 
of the conversation. 

Mr. Hvupson having concluded— 

[There were cries of ** Dartine, Dariine.’’] 

Mr. DARLING rose and (no ebjection being 


The gentleman calls for the 
Mr. Hunpson is the man—Dr. Daruine 


which we voted for the books now in question— 
| the day that the appropriation passed the House— 
| [ was on my way from the Capitol, and passing 
down the steps I accidentally came alongside the 
gentleman from New York, |Mr. Greevey,} who 
was in conversation with another gentleman—a 
member of the House—whose name I do not recol- 
lect. I heard him [Mr. G.] say he justified the 
appropriation for the books to the members, on the 
| ground of their diffusing general information. He 
| said, that in the city of New York he knew of-no 
_ place where he could go to obtain the information 
contained in these books; that although it was sup- 
posed that in that place the sources of information 
were much greater than in almost any other por- 
tion of the country, he would hardly know where 
|| to go in that city to find this information; and upon 
this ground that he would support the resolution 
in favor of the books. This conversation, the gen- 
tleman will recollect, took place going down from 


the avenue. I do not now recollect the gentleman 
| who was with the gentleman from New York. 
| Mr. PUTNAM roseamid loud cries of invitation, 
, and no objection being made, said: As my name 


made) proceeded to say: On one of the days on | 
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has been referred to in relation to this question, it 
is due perhaps to the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Greevey,} that I should staté this: That 
some few dayssinee the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
Epwanps| called upon me here, and inquired of 
me whether I had heard my colleazue [Mr. Grer- 
Ley] say anything in relation to his vote as to the 
books. T that morning had received the paper, and I 
referred him tothe editorial contained therein which 


has heen read by the Clerk: but I have no reeal- 
lection of stating to the eentlieman from Ohio that | 
heard my collerzve say he justified the vote which 


he gave; nor have Lany 
I ever heard I 


mv colpeneriue 
subject after the vote given by him. 


ction whatever that 
ung upon the 


reco}! 


say any t! 


The centleman from Ohio must have misunder 
stood me.,an | wows due ™# my colleague that this CX- 
planation should be made. 

[Severas Voices: “ Whatdid he say before the 
vote | 

I have no recollection (said Mr. P.) that f ever 
heard him say anythine. 

Mr. EDWARDS rose, and wished to know if 
any of his five minutes was left? 

No reply was heard; but, after some conver- 
sation, (being allowed to proceed,) he said, I 
have stated that I have no apologies to make or 
giving this vote. I voted for these books for the 
very reasons which the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Grexiey] gave to these witnesses. [| stated 
that | could prove by witnesses that the gentleman 
has given reasons of this kind, and that that edi- 
torial was an afterthought. If the House requires 
any more testimony, it can be had; but out of the 
mouths of two witnesses he is condemned. That 
is 8 riptoral as well as lew il. 

I have not risen to retaliate for anything this 
editor has said in reference to this subject of mile- 
IL have been classed among those who have 
received excessive mileage. I traveled in coming 
to Washington forty-three miles further than the 
committee paid me; but I stated before the com- 
mittee the reasons why I made the change of 
route. I had been capsized once— 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said he felt 
bound to arrest this debate. 

[Cries of “Greecey! Greevry!”] 

Mr. GREELEY rose—— 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it would not be 
in order for the gentleman to address the Flouse 
while there was no question pending. 

[Cries of ** Suspend the rules; hear him.’’] 

Mr. TALLMADGE rose and inquired if his 
colleague could not proceed by general consent ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

No objection was made, an@ 

Mr. GREELEY proceeded. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hvpson] simply misun- 
derstood only one thing. He states me to have 
urged the considerations which he urged to me. 
He urged these considerations—and I think forei- 
bly. I say now, as I did the other day on the 
floor of this House, Lapprove of the appropriation 
for the books, provided they are honestly disposed 
of according to the intent of the appropriation. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Why, then, did you make 
the denial in the Tribune, and say that you voted 
against it ? 

Mr. GREELEY. I did vote against it. I did not 
vote for it, because I did not choose to have some 
sort of gentlemen on this floor hawk at me. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hupson] sub- 
mitted considerations to me, of which | admitted 
the force. I admit them now; I admit that the 

| House was justifiable in voting for this appropria- 
| tion, for the reason ably stated by the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means; and I 

think I was justifiable, as this Hall will show, 
in not voting for it. In no particular was there 
collision between what I said on this floor, the 
editorial, and what I said in conversation. The 
conversation to which the gentleman from Wia- 
consin [Mr. Darctna] refers is doubtless the same 
of which the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hwpson] has spoken. 

Mr. G. having concluded— 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee 
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The Liouse prov eeded to the consideration of the 
Said vii and 


d reported the bill to the House, with sun- 


ndments. 


amendments, when— 


Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 
which was eco ded, f id ine main aquestuon Ore 
dered, viz: W the House agree to the said 


amendment 
. roy . 
The first amendment was read as follows: tr- 





sert at the end the item for the pay and mileage 
of memt» of Congress the following: 

Provive it bereatter the allowance for mileage for 
coming to retur * trom tire eat ot Government stall 
be ten net r ml tance to be comouted by the 
usual post-rout ia the gesidence of the Senator, Repre 
sentative, or Deleqate; and in tien of pay per diem, and all 
other compensation or allowanees, each Senator, Repre 
sentativ Doijegue froma Territory shall be allowed and 
paid for h et et two thousand dollars per anntiin. 

And the question being put, Will the House 
avree to said amendment ‘it was decided in t 
nevauiy 

Phe veas and nays having been called for and 
ordered, taken, and I ed eas , nays 
150—as follow 

YEAS j Abbott, Ashmun, Bedinger eIcher 
Burt, Preanklen Clark, Cranston, Duer. Dunn, t therston, 
Giddl ‘, ror irvin, { ) vmnes TH. Johlmeon, Jolin 
Vi Jot wecl PLOW La Sere Ni } \lo Vin 
ply vic? Outlaw, Palfrey, Peastee, Pendleton, Pet 
Revit enek, Bherritl, Caleb 1 mith, J rstor 
Joon ‘ Vinton, and VW Iw 

NAYS— Messe: \daiis t Barringer 
Beale, Bingham Blackmar, | ( Howdor 
Boyden, brady, Uridges, Brodhead, Albert G. Brown, Butler, 
Canby. tlicart., Chapman, Clapp, Ciingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W.« , Cocke, Collamer, Collins, Conger, 
Crowell Crozi Daniel, Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, 


Eewert., Edsall, Edwards, fm 
bree, Alexaniler Nathan Evans, Faran, larrelly, 
Ficklin, Fisher, Floprnoy, Preediey. French, Prices, 
Gaines, Gavic, Gogsin, Gott, Green, Greeley, Gnunell, Wil 
lard P. atl, Narhan K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, 
Moses | Hinratson, Tiarris, 
Hilliard. George 8. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Ince, 
Joseph R. toeersott, Jenkins, Andrew Jobnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Goorge W. Kennon, Ti 


Duncan, 


Evans, 


Donnell, Garnet 


llamptonu, Lienley, Heniv, Hill, 


Jones, Kaufman, 


mas 


Butler King, Lahm, William T. Lawrence, Sidney Law 
rence, Letiler, Ligon, Lineoln, Lord, Limpkin, Lynde, 
MeCleland, Mebowell, Meliveine , Mekay, Niann, 
Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Meade, Miller, Morehead, 
Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Peck, Pent, Peyton, 


Pheips, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Richey, Julius Rock 
well, Join A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, 
Sawyer, Shepperd, Slingerland, Smart, Robert Smith, Tru 
man nath, § ton, Starkweather, Charles Ek. Stuart, 


Strohin, Strong, Tallmadge, Tavior, Thomas, James Thomy 


son, Joon PB. ‘Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, William 
Thompson, Turner, Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Warren, 
Wentworth, \ te, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, aud 
Wilson 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that the 
vote by which the Hlouse refused to rree to the 
said amendment be reconsids lLandt tthe mo- 
tion to re consider be laid I it tauie; V i 


asreed ti 


' 
iments were t 


latter motion was 

r? ' . 

the ¢ t 
and avrreed to, (s 
fore i ay paper lm 
the proceedings of the Committee of the Whole on 
the civil and diplognatic appropriation bill,) and 
the question was state 1, Shall the bill 


tHe Olli 


y 
anit en severally read 
me of which 
id some this day published in this 


have hee n hy 


PTeLO} 


I, be engrossed 


and read a third time? and, being put, was decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. VINTON moved that by which 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 


third tune be re that 


the vote 


also moved 


st . } 
considered, ana 


ther motion to reconsider be laid upon.the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

‘The bul being enerossed, was read a third time. 

\nd the question was stated on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question was 
ordered, \ Sh the bill P BY 

An put, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the vote by which the 
bill wes passe ] be reconsidered: and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
tal > hich latter motion was arreed to. é 

Air. ROBINSON made a report from the Com- 


mittee on Enrolled Bills; after which, 
Phe House, xt 


jour 


le ? 


» , ’ 
to four o clock, ad- 


hy ca & 
PETITIONS, WC. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented, 
under the rule, and referrel: 

Ry Mr. TALLMADGE: The petition of the publishers 
of periodicals on the subject of postaze. Also, a memorial ot 
Join EF. Ropes and others, for cheap postage. 

Ry Me, WONT: The petition of Hartwell Carter, asking 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a charter and a grantof land for the construction of a railroad 
from the Mississippi river, or Luke Michigan, to the Pacitie 
Ocean, 

By Mr. PILSBURY: The memorial of the citizens of the 
State of Texas for the “right of way” fora railroad from 
the Rio Grande, the western boundary of Texas, throng 
the territory or territories of the United States to the Pa 
cite, in any line south of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes 
north latitude. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of merchants of 
Clreago for a light-ship and buoys on the Niagara river. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: ‘The petition of Aaron Tufits and 207 
New 
York, praying Congress to pass a law organizing territorial 
governments for New Mexico and California; and prohibit 
ing the introduction of slavery in said territories. Also, 
resolutions of the New York Legislature relating to the 

une subject, and to the abolition of the slave trade in the 
Distriet of Columbia. 

By Mr. SILVESTER: The petition of samiry inhabitants 
of Greene county, New York, praving for a reduction of 


‘ "a. 1 he 
postage ana the 








others, citizens of the V3d Congressional district of 


entire abolition of the (ranking privilege. 
tso, the petition of sundry inhabitants of Columbia county, 
New Vork, fora mailroute from Dover,in Dutehess county, 
to Chatham Four Corners, in Columbia 
State 

by Mr. ROOT: 
Cilio, tor the 
] 


county, in said 
The petition of 150 ladies of Clarksfield, 
restric Xe. Also, the petition of 
30 citizens of Clarksfield, Olio, tor the prohibition of the 
slave in the District of Columbia. 


tion of siavery, 


+ ' 
wade 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwnespay, January 24, 1849. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Indiana, in favor of 
the reduction of postage on newspapers, pamphlets, 
and periodicais, and the repeal of so much of the 
post office laws as requires the prepayment of the 
| ostage on newsnape) 3. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is proper I should state, in 
connection with the presentation of this joint reso- 
lution, that previous to its reception my attention 
had been called to the subject it embraces by the 
report of a bill from the Committee on the Post 
Oflice and Post Roads, conflicting directly with the 
instructions I have received. Iam elad to find, sir, 
that my own views, previously expressed, and 
practically carried out,as far as the progress of the 
bill thus far weuld permit it, agree entirely with 
those who have spoken to me on the subject, and 
whose voice it affords me pleasure to obey. | 
shall, when the bill comes up again, give my views 
more at length in reference to the great injustice 
done to the local press of this country by the law 
as it now stands, and the still greater injustice and 
injury that will result from the passage of the bil! 
reported the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. lask for the printing of the joint 


tron 


resolution. 


‘The motion to print was acreed to. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. HOUSTON presented a petition from Eb- 
enezer Allen, and other citizens of Texas, praying 


for a right of wav for a railroad from the Rio 


Grande to the Pacific Orean; which was referred : 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the papers in the case 
of the heirs of Sour John, a Cherokee Indian, were 
ordered to be withdrawn from files of the 
Senaic. 


the 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, | 


moved that the committee be discharged from the 


further consideration of the petition of citizens of 


St. George, Maine, in relation to the establishment 
of a new collection district at East Thomaston, in 
that State; which was agreed to, and the petition- 
ers had leave to withdraw their petitions. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciary, reported House bill to amend an act recu- 
lating the district courts of the United States for 
the State of Alabama, without amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand a memorial ofa somewhat peculiar character; 
a memorial of Henry O'Reilly, who claims to be 
interested in telegraph lines. The memorial con- 
tains many grave alleeations against one of the 
Federal judges, Judge Monroe. The memorialist 
alleges, that owing to the unjust exercise by Judge 


Monroe of his legal functions, he (the memorialist) | 


has been exposed to serious loss and detriment, 
his telegraphic wires having been broken down, and 
sundry other grave injuries inflicted upon him. 
Some of his allegations will be the foundation of 
an impeachment of Judge Monroe, and of course 
they are matters over which the Judiciary Com- 


mittee can have no jurisdiction. The only part of 





Jan. 2. 

Jan. 24, 
the memorial of which the committee have ym 
cognizance related to an act passed at the lox 
sion of Congress, by which the interests 
memorialist and others were taken from the ; 


diction of the circuit judge and place d undert 


} 
Ken 
S€R< 


Of the 


tire contro] and jurisdiction ofthe district ke , ce 
much to their prejudice. This is the only alleou:.- 
that the committee could take cognizance of, and ne 
Mr. O'Reilly has not made true his allegations | 

any evidence, and as the subject is under consi 


eration in the other House, the committee a.) 
’ @ as} 


be discharged from the further consideration , 4) 2 
memorial. 
The committee were accordingly discharged. 
Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee oy the 
Judiciary, reported House bill for the rel; me 
William Fuller, with an amendment. ” 
Mr. W. made an effort to have this bill takep 
up for immediate consideration; but an objection 
being interposed, it takes its place on the cajendoy 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Con 
mitteeon Military Affairs, made an adverse repor 
on the petition of Nathan Weston, jr., late a pay 
master in the army, asking the extra pay granted 
by Congres for service in the Mexican war; w! 
vas ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com. 
mittee on Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Benjamin Miller, a soldier in Wayne's 
army, asking a pension. 7 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported 
House biil to authorize the payment of invalid 
pensions in certain cases, withou’amendment, 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported, without amend ment, a bill to authorize an 
appropriation for removing the rocks at Hurlgate 
and the reefs in New York harbor. , 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of Ar- 
nold Naudain; which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the Committee on Com- 
merce was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of David L. White, of Florida; 
and the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported that 10,000 extra copies of the Patent 
Office report be printed; which report was con- 
curred in. 


Ney 





RESOLUTION. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-st-arms of the Senate be, 
and he hereby is, directed to place the name of Noah Han 
son on the roll of messengers, and pay him the same as 
received by other messengers. 

BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BORLAND, pursuant to notice, asked and 

obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 


' Cincinnatus Trousdale and others; which was read 


a first and second time. 
PINE LANDS IN FLORIDA. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Yu.er, was taken up for consideration, 
VIZ: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the present minimum price 
of the pine lands in Florida. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I would request 
the particular attention of the Committee on the 
Public Lands to this subject. This resolution has 
reference toa class of lands which may be regarded 
as unique in their character, and should be classi- 
fied separately from the other lands of the Union, 
as to the price at which they are to be sold. At 
the minimum price of one dollar and a quarter per 
acre, it will be utterly impossible ever to sell them. 
They are lands which are confined altogether to 
the southern Atlantic and southwestern States 
bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. I believe they 
are found only in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 
They are not suited to agriculture, and can never 
be rendered profitable for agricultural purposes. 
They can only be made useful at all, as an ele- 
ment of wealth to the country, for the purpose 
stock-feeding, constituting wild ranges for the 
rearing of stock, and in some instances, and to 
some extent, for the production of naval stores. 
It is believed, that if the minimum price be reduced 
to a rate at which purchasers may be induced to 
convert them to these uses, the southern and south- 
western States may be relieved from alarge amount 
of unproductive lands, the public treasury greatly 
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thenefited, and the general elements of the coun- 
anal weaith largely increased. It is probable, that 
a the rate of fifty cents per acre, a considerable 
“mount of these lands may be sold. [ would rec- 
mend that the trial be made at that rate, and if 
~ chould still be found too much, the price should 
ri urther reduced. 1 hope the Committee on 
Lands will give the subject theic special 


be vet fi 
the Publi 


attention. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. Mr. President, 
j think the inquiry proposed to he made by this 
resolution a very proper one, but it appears to me 
that its operation should be extended to lands 
‘, other States situated similarly to these Florida 
jands. 3 3 = 

Mr. YULEE, (in his seat.) [ have no objec- 
tion to embodying the suggestion of the Senator 
from Louisiana in the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. We have lands similarly sit- 
to these in Louisiana. We have also other 
iands, which have been in market for forty years 
and which can never be sold ata dollar and twenty- 
fye cents per acre. I move to extend the inquiry 
contained in this resolution to the lands in Loui- 
siana that are situated similarly to these Florida 


vated 


ik ds. 

ag BREESE. Mr. President, for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from Florida, | would state, 
that, at the last session, the Committee on the 
Public Lands reported a general bill, applying to 
the whole public domain, reducing and graduating 
the prices of the public lands, under the operations 
of which bill the lands situated in Florida will be 
embraced. I do not suppose that any one desires 
the committee to resort to partial legislation in re- 
gard to the public lands, nor can it be expected that 
we will be able to frame any law that will meet the 
wants of every particular case. I might say, that 
inthe State of Illinois there are large tracts of public 
land that can never be sold for a dollar and a quar- 
terperacre. They are not fertile, grow but little 
timber, and are, in short, unsaleable, except ata 
very reduced price. In fact, in every State of the 
Union where there are public lands owned by the 
Government of the United States there are large 
tracts of comparatively valueléss lands. 

The bill reported at the last session from the 
Committee on the Public Lands was made, at this 
session, the special order for a day which has since 
elapsed; I believe it was made the specialorder for 
the Sih of January, but was not called up, doubt- | 
less for some suflicient reason. If I can obtain the 
assistance of the gentleman from Florida, and the 
assistance of other gentlemen interested in the re- 
duction and graduation of the price of public lands, 

I think we shall be able to pass a bill through the 
Senate which will embrace all cases, and give sat- 
isfaction to every portion of the country. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The remarks of the hon- | 
orale Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Breese,} with 
respect to the inexpediency of special legislation 
on the subject for particular sections, and of the 
suficiency of general laws, induces me to make a 
few observations. In my judgment, the great fault 
and error of our land system has been and is the 
adherence to a general system of law inapplicable | 
to some of the sections of the Union where there | 

are public lands. Even as to the survey and sale 

of the lands, the same rules do not work alike in | 
lowa and Wisconsin and in Louisiana and Florida. || 
Nor will these laws apply to California or New 
Mexico. Why, sir, the necessity of special legis- 
lation adapted to the country has been admitted by {| 
the repeated special laws you have passed of such \| 
character. Your laws with respect to the mineral 

lands on Lake Superior, your lead-mine laws, | 
show this. You have now on your table special 
bills for California different from your general sys- 
tem. And, sir, you have departed from your gep- | 
eral system with respect to the Gulf States in | 
which there are public lands, by special laws | 
operating on those States alone, and of most inju- | 
rious effect upon those States. Under the pretence 

of securing live oak and other hard timber for the 

United States navy, you have purchased a live-oak | 
plantation, and you have located several scattered | 
tracts all over the State, many townships of the || 
very best lands in the State, which you keep out 

of market and prohibit being settled upon. Sir, | 
I venture to say the United States will never get 

from their plantation and from the live-oak reser- 

vations, enough live oak to pay the expenses of 
keeping up the numerous agents employed at high |) 
salaries to take care of them and the other public |! 


| the pine lands in the southern States. 


| cannot now be sold for anything. 





timber in the State for one vear. “The 


. . : | " ‘ ; 
expenses of this live-oak system 1s sever thou- 


sand dollars, and it is all in the control of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. The agents get a higher 
salary than the Governor of my State, and the 
same saiary as your Federal judges there, and as 
the State judges of the highest court. They are 


of no use to the public; | mean their offices are 
not. A more worthless and useless law 
passed Congress than the live-oak law. 


never 


The Senator from Missouri, /Mr. Bewrow,] nat 
now in his seat, tit 
asahumbue. He told than once 
that every cubic foot of live oak vot 
would cost the United States a cubic foot of silver. 
I have, since I have been in Congress, tried to get 


has again and again denounee 


the Senate more 


in this w iy 


this live-oak system abolished, and have taken oc- 
casion to state before that its only elfect was the 
giving the Secretary of the Navy some patronage 
for a few persons. The law should be repealed, 
and the live-oak plantation, and the reserves sold 
and turned into cotton, or sugar, or rice planta- 
tions, or corn-fields, and settled. One citizen, with 
a market, is worth ten thousand acres of live-oak 
land in defence of the country. Besides, all these 
timber laws are nuisances in a new country. The 
settlers do not understand them, and will not un- 
derstand them. ‘These laws are made to nullify 
your preémpjion laws, especially when, as some 
of the live-oak and timber agents have, in past 
times, took it upon themselves to prosecute the 
settlers for cutting timber for fences and for his 
log cabin and stables, and for firewood, though 
the law professes to exempt the settlers from such 
annoyances. Iam told the expenses paid at the 
treasury within the last fifteen years, on account of 
prosecutions of this character, for costs and so forth, 
exceed fifty thousand dollars! 1 have procafe d 
some statements of the expenses of this live-ouk 
system, and so far as 1 know, (and [think | do know 
something of the subject,) a more useless and un- 
necessary expense is not made in this Government; 
and besides, the allowances are in some cases very 
extravagant. So, too, your general laws respect- 
ing the reservation of the sixteenth section in each 
township of public lands for common schools, and 
donating it to the inhabitants of the townships, is 
of no benefit to us in the South in one-half of the 
townships. [tis not so in the northwestern and 
western States, where the lands are more equable 
in quality and value than our lands are. In the 
South the best lands are detached spots, or tracts 
on the margins of rivers or Jakes, and if the six- 


'teenth section happens to fall in the pine barren 


region, it is of no value; and if it falls on the good 
lands, and the settlements on the pine barrens, it 
prevents settlement, and the general result is, in 
many cases, in a township where there is a good 
sixteenth section, there are few inhabitants, and 
where there are settlements thickly populated, the 
sixteenth section is worthless. With these spe- 
cial laws staring us in the face, enacted to our pre- 


| judice, it is hardly just to denounce special leyis- 


lation made necessary by the peculiar character of 
[do not 
agree with those who regard these lands in my 
State as utterly worthless except for stock ranges. 
I believe another ceneration will see nine-tenths of 
it in profitable cultivation, and the profit increased 
by artificial improvements of the soil. But they 
Most of them 
will not bring ten cents an acre for many years. 
They are not worth the expense of survey; and 
as to all that can be sold, the price should be re- 
duced by special law. No general act can reach 


|| the case. 


Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I think the ob- 
ject of this resolution is not exactly understood by 
my friend from Illinois. ‘The measure which I 


propose does not connect itself with the general | 


graduation system. I wish to withdraw it from 
the policy proposed with respect to the public 
lands generally, because these pine lands in Flor- 
ida are of an entirely different description from 
other lands to which the general policy of the 
country applies. They are not agricultural lands. 
They are as distinet from the general body of the 


| public domain, and should be made as distinet in 


respect to the measures adopted for their disposi- 
tion, as the mining lands. You separate the mi- 


_ ning lands from the general body of the public do- 
| main, and fix their minimum price at $2 50 instead 


of the usual minimum of $] 25 per acre, which is 


the minimum price affixed to agricultural! lands. : 
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> 
These pine lands deserve to be treated with the 
same distinction, because they are not agricultural 
lands. The difference in their value and price is 
not to be measured by the greater or less degree 
of theiy fertility, to be ascertained by the greater 
or less duration of Ume they may remain in the 
market as candidates for purchasers. These jands 
can never be used for agricultural purposes; being 
fit only for grazing and the limited production of 
naval They have been reported to the 
Land Office as pine lands, they have been entered 
in the land books as pine lands, and a distine- 
tion has been made in the department between the 
whole body of lands the price of which is pro- 
posed to be reduced by this resolution. Some of 
them are so utterly barren and valueless, although 
very high lands, that the departinent has not con- 


sidered 


stores. 


them worth the expense of surveying. 
Township lines only have been run over a large 

of public lands of Florida, on the 
that the area of country included within 
the township lines is not werth the expense of 
surveying. 


poi tion 


eround 


the 


It is because these lands are utterly valueless for 
agricultural purposes (although they would be val- 
uable for the ratsing of stock and the production 
of naval stores) that | wish to separate them from 
the general graduation policy which may or may * 
not be adopted, according as the general policy of 
Congress may enjoin. These lands call for as dis- 
tinct measures of legislation as the mining lands, 
or any lands not suited to agricultural purposca. 

The resolution as amended was read. 

Mr. YULEE. I would suggest that itbe amend- 
ed further, by saying, ** And other States where 
such land shall be found.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from 
Florida has anticipated the. I would have the reso- 
lution embrace pine lands generally. I hope such 
alaw will pass. It is forthe interest of the coun- 
try at large, and especially for the interest of the 
treasury, that such a law should pass. [t hasbeen 
demonstrated that by a graduation of the price of 
the public lands more money would be brought 
into the treasury and the settlement of the country 
more rapidly advanced. We should thus ac- 
complish a two-fold object, whereas at present 
a great quantity of the public land ts lying utterly 
worthless. The pine lands have been correctly 
characterized by the Senator from Florida as a 
distinet class. ‘The pine is useful for ship timber 
and for the production of turpentine and tar, but 
the Jand is scarcely fit for cultivation. It should 
be separated, therefore, from the other public lands, 
and should be treated as a distinet class. But, as 
this bill will take its place upon the calendar be- 
hind the bill introduced by the Senator from Illi- 
nois for the graduation of the price of the public 
lands, if that general law should pass, of course 
this bill will fall; but if it should not pass, then 
this bill ought to be passed. I will merely say, 
in addition, that the process, of graduation has 
been tried in Mississippi, under a provision in the 
treaty with the Chickasaws, and the fact has been 
established that no lands of the United States have 
ever yielded so much as those very lands thus 
graduated to their minimum price; and no portion 
of the country with which f am acquainted has 
been so rapidly settled as this. 1 consider that 
this constitutes satisfactory proof of the propriety 
of adopting the policy generally. And upon this 
subject | propose to offer some extended remarke 
when the general bill comes up. 

The resolution was adopted. . 


MAP OF TEXAS. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate he authorized 
and required to procure for the use of the Senate —-- copres 
of the map of the State of Texas, compiled and published 
by J. D. Cordova. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. There isa blank in 
the resolution which it is necessary to fill. 

Mr. HOUSTON proposed that the blank be 
filled with the number “five hundred.” This 
motion was agreed to. , 

The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution— ; ae 

Mr. MASON said he desired to inquire of the 
Senator from Texas whether he had any knowl- 
edge as to the correctness of this map, apon which 
he based his recommendation for its purchase by 
the Senate. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have, sir, or I would not 
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have offered the resolution. I know it to be a most 
accurate map of that country, giving all the divis- 
ions and Jocalities with greater correctness than 
any Other map now extant. It has been com 
pieted within the last two months, and will fur- 
nish the best information that can be obtained in 
regard to a subje of some interest at this 
time—that is, the boundary between Texas and 
New Mexico. It is for this reason that | wish the 
map procured for the use of Senators and gen- 
tiemen of the House of Representatives. Great 
owed upon it in order to make 
1 hope the resoluuon wil! 


t that is 


labor has been ve 


ia operie uy accurate. 


be adopted. ; 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. By whom was 
th map compiled or wade 


‘ir. HOUSTON, It was made by J. T. Cor- 
dova, a member ot the Legi: lature of Ts “as. 
« DAVIS, Is it acompilation, or was it made 
from actual survey ¢ 


Nir. HOUSTON. It was made from actual sur- 
vey as reported at the land offices of the State. 

vir. DAVIS. Al] the maps that I have seen of 
that country contain gross errors in regard to lati- 
tude and Jongitude. Unless this is a map made 


from actual survey and by competent persons, | 
think we are liable to be led into error by i. j 
olution le over for a 
y, in order that we may make some examuina- 
tion into the matt 

Vir. LIOGUSTON Ido not know upon what 
standard, sir, we will arrive at a knowledge of the 
correctness of this map. So far as | have been 
able to give my attention to the subject, (and i be- 


! 
lieve Linay speak tor my colleague also,) and from 


ask, therefore, that the r 


a fanitliar acquaintance with the country, I should 
pronounce this a correct 
more correct than 
tofore published. 


map—certainly much 
inv map of that country here- 
And for that reason, sir, as there 
is DO prospect OF petling a Leller, Or One SO good 

, L think we oug 


sone. "The resolution proposes to refer the 


“as this ht not to hesttate to pro- 
cure thi 
matter to the Secretary of the Senate for his can- 
If | did not believe that it 
would be service able to us Ll should not have offered 
I have no private end to subserve 
by its procurement; but L hope the resolution will 
be ad ipted and the map obtained, in order that 
justice may be done to that section of the country 
‘whieh has furnished more and received less from 


‘ 


this Government than any other poruon of this 
Union, 

Mr. DAVIS. Iam sorry that the Senator has 
misunderstood the tenor of my remarks. [did not 
to him any private motive In proposing 
this resolution; but the 


sideration and action. 


the resolution. 


attrivate 
menatlor is mistaken in 
supposing that we are not likely to have a more 
correct map. By a resoluuon which | had the 
honer to introduce last session, the topographical 
corps are now employed in compiling a map which 
will comprise the whole country. When that map 
is completed, it will f[x the lautude and longitude 
of all places with correctness. We have heretofore 
been many times led into fatal error. ‘The very 
map that was incorporated in our treaty with 
Mexico contains flagrant errors, and every map 
that | have seen is imperfect. ‘They appear, all of 
them, to be but poor copies of Humboldt’s. Iam 


not disposed to multiply maps. When we can get | 
a correct one, I shall be ready to vote for its pur- | 


chase, but I think that, having already so many 


that are spurious and not to be relied upon, we | 


had better pause and ascertain whether this map 
jas any greater merit to recommend it than those 
we already possess, 

Mr. PEARCE, It will bé recollected, sir, that 
when the question of Texas annexation was before 
the Senate.we had a map compiled by the Topo- 
graphical Bureau from the sources that were then 
accessible, and a large number of extra copies were 
furnished for distribution; many of which, at least 
those which I have, are, undistributed. 1 do not 
know any necessity for the purchase of this map; 
and I think the reason which the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi has mentioned, that a map is about to be 
prepared by the ‘Topographical Bureau, is quite 
suficient to induce Senators to withhold their as- 
seni from this proposition. If our object is to secure 
accuracy, I think we had better get the map which 
the Senator from Mississippi speaks -of, because 
we have reason to believe that it will be more ac- 
curate than any other possibly can be. As for any- 
thing else, I do not-know what necessity there is 
for purchasing this map. I do not think I have 


| ators that such is the case. 


any necessity for it myself. 1 do not know to 
what purpose we can apply it, unless it be to give 
ii away; and I hope, instead of multiplying maps 
and books for that purpose, we will he nceeforward 
diminish the number. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection that the 
resolution should be poatponed for a day. I have 
no particular desire to precipitate its adoption; but, 
at the same time, the reason why it ought to be 
published is, that it is the most correct and au- 
thentic map of Texas that is extant; and I have no 
doubt that an examination of it will convince Sen- 


the resolution presented by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi last session in regard to a map, nor was | 
uware that any logegraphical reconnoissance was 
bemg made of that country; and unless such topo- 
graphical reconnoissance is being made by gentle- 
men traversing the country, | should doubt whether 
the map to be made will be comparable to this. 
This map has been compiled from surveys of the 
country. Livery counly of the State, every land 
title, has been laid down, the distances ascertained, 
the surveys corrected, and from these corrected 
surveys the map has been compiled. Years have 
been employed in the compilation of the map, and 
for that reason and on account of the character of 
the individual who has been engaged in preparing 
it,and the nmmense labor bestowed upon it, [ have 
reason to believe that itis the best 2d most accu- 
rate map that can be procured. I doubt whether 
the topographical corps, after laving made their 
reconnoissances of the country, will be able to pro- 
duce a better map. Dut 1 am perfectly willing 
that the resolution should le over for one day. 

The further consideration of the resolution was 
then postponed until to-morrow. 


eri, . ‘ e 

“The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. YuLer, was taken up, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
nish to the Senate any documents or information in his 
department relative to the clan of Capiain George FE 
MeClelland’s company of Florida volunteers, for mulitary 
Services in the year 140. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill from the House making appropriations 


7 


for the civil and diplomatic expenditures of the 
United States for the year ending June 30, 1550, 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 
COLLECTION DISTRICT IN TEXAS. 
On motion of Mr. RUSK, the bill to establish an 


additional collection district in the State of ‘Texas 


suet comaneess 


was taken up and made the special order for 
Friday next. 
ROCKVILLE PETITION. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 
a petition presented by him yesterday from citi- 
zens of Rockville, Maryland, praying that Con- 
gress would pass a law prohibiting the issue and 


{ was not apprised of 


circulation of smal! notes by private individuals | 


in the District of 
printed. 
ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to postpone the pre- 


Columbia, was ordered to be 


| vious orders, and to take up the bill for the admis- 


sion of California into the Union as a State. 

Mr. NILES. If we take up this bill we must 
necessarily postpone the bill that was up the other 
day relating to the reduction of postage, and which 
was made the special order prior to this bill. And 
we all know that if we take up this bill and enter 


| upon the debate, it will probably consume the 


| ferred. 


whole of the session, and will preclude the oppor- 
tunity of acting upon the bill to which I have re- 
feel it my duty, therefore, to take the 


| sense of the Senate upon the motion to take up | 


the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I trust that the honorable 
Senator will allow the bill to be taken up at this 
time. It has been before the Senate since the first 


week of the session, and has been postponed from | 


tume to time, with the general understanding that 
it should be acted upon at an early day. Ido not 
think that it is going to occupy so much time as 
the Senator imagines. 
to take up a great deal of time. 
that the Senator will allow it to be taken up, that 
we may ascertain whether jt is likely that much 
ume wall be required for its discussion, and if that 
be the cause it can from time to time give place to 


[ do not think it is going | 
1 hope at least | 


| other business, and,among the rest to the bill | 
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which the Senator has named. | hope that my 
motion to take up the bill will prevail ae 


The question being put, a division was ea!) 


for; and no quorum voting— ed 
Mr. NILES demanded the yeas and hays 
They were not ordered, 
‘The question was again put, and, upon a diy. 

ion, it was decided in the afiirmative: Ayes 25 

noes ]1. digas 


The bill was accosdingly taken up for conga 
eration asin Committee of the Whole. ‘ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I laid upon the Secretary’, 
table the other day a substitute which | ' 
to offer for the original bill. I now ask that i, 
substitute be read, and that the vote be takey upor 
making the substitution of the one for the other. 
with the understanding that the substitute wij] j, 
open for amendment as an original bill. 

The bill proposed to be substituted was read 
the Secretary. 

The question being taken, the substitute was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. The only difficulty that I hove 
upon the subject is this: Lum willing to take yp 
the bill as an original bill, but it seems to me that i: 
would be highly proper that it should go toa com 
mittee to be reported upon in the same manner a 
all original bills. If there was a reason for send- 
ing the origmal bill to a committee, I think the same 
reason exists why this should be referred either to 
the Committee on Territories or to the Judiciary 
Committee. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To which com 
mittee does the Senator propose that the bill shal! 
be referred ? : 

Mr. BUTLER. It seems to me it ought to go 
to the Judiciary Committee, the bill being for the 
admission of a new State into the Union. 

Mr. TURNEY. Before making that motion, 
I hope the Senator will allow me to offer an amend- 
ment to the bill. If the bill is to be referred, | 
desire that my amendment should also be referred. 

Mr. BUTLER. I certainly will withdraw my 
motion, in order to permit the Senator to oiler his 
amendment. 

Mr. TURNEY sent the amendment to the Sec- 
retary’s table, and it was read, as follows: 

Strike out ali after the words “% United States,” ia the 
third line of the first section, to the word “ shall,’? in the 
twellth line, an@ insert the following: Acquired from th: 
Republic of Mexico by the treaty concluded February 2, 


Inde, which hes west of the summit of the Sierra Nevada 
aud Rocky Mountains. 


Mr. TURNEY. I will state the object of the 
amendment. The bill as now drawn includes only 
a portion of California, embracing, as | under- 
stand, some ten or fifteen thousand inhabitants, 
leaving the remainder in a territorial condition, 
thereby opening the question, and making it the 
duty of Congress, by separate legislation, to or- 
ganize a territorial government. ‘This, sir, I seek 
to avoid, by including the whole of the Territory 
of California in the State. 
my amendment. 

Mr. KING. I would inquire whether an amend- 
ment has not been offered by the Senator from 
Mississippi? I was under the impression that he 
had offered an amendment. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 was about to offer it, but have 
not yet done so. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I will answer the inquiry of 
the Senator from Alabama by saying, that the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi was 
not offered as an amendment, but laid upon the 
table with notice that it would be offered as an 
amendment when the bill came up. Now, if ,this 
is a subject of reference to a committee, | should 
hope that all the amendments intended to be offered 
would also be referred. It is the desire of the 
Senate of course that the subject in all its details 
should be considered when referred; consequently, 
| should hope that the Senator from Mississipp! 
would have his amendment in a form suitable for 
reference to the Judiciary Committee. The Senate 
will perceive that they have been already embar- 
rassed by the course pursued in this matter. 
There was a bill introduced. That bill was re; 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee; and a report 
was made, which hag in faet been acquiesced In 
by the substitution of another bill, by which 1t is 
supposed that the objections entertained against the 
bili will be surmounted. It is now proposed to 
refer the substitute to a committee. And I desire 
that all the amendments may be referred, in order 
that the committee may consider the whole subject. 
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Mr. BERRIEN. I will say, then, offer it as an 
mendment now. If Tam right, sir, the substitute 
: 1as been presented by the Senator from Ili- 

«is now before the Senate as an original bill, 
and open to amendment; consequently, the Sena- 
woe from Mississippi can move hisamend ment, and 
f . reference of the bill is made, the amendment 


whit h } 


oo with it. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an amend- 
ment now pending that was offered by the Senator 
from Tennessee. ‘ 

Mr. KING. I am exceedingly anxious that this 
t shall be examined ia all its bearings, to 
whatever committee it may be referred; and, that 
the views of different gentlemen shall be made 
known, that the committee shall have the whole 
eubiect before them, and be able to form a correct 
est mate of what can be done, or of what should 
be done. Now, I should propose waiving the strict 
rule in reference to amendments, lr order that gen- 
tlermen may be permitted to offer all the amend- 
ments they may have to offer, and when this bas 
been done, the whole matter may be referred. If 
this suggestion is acquiesced in generally, the 
Chair will be relieved from precluding other amend- 
ments except the one pending, and they may all be 
olfered with a view to reference. [ hope that course 
will be taken. 

Mr. BUTLER. When I gave way to the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, it was with the view that 
cveytlemen who have amendments to offer should 
bring them_forward, and that the bill, together 
with such amendments, should then be referred to 
rcommittee. | do not, perhaps, understand the 
correct parliamentary usage, but that was the idea 
upon which 1 gave way to the Senator from Ten- 

ir. CLAYTON. Tconcur in the proposition 
to refer all the amendments to the committee, but 
{ will suggest, that as this is a matter of great im- 
portance, it ought to go to a committee that is 
known to be favorable to the preposition. Cour- 
tesy towards the Senator from Illinois, who has 
proposed this substitute for the original bill, would 
dictate such a course, and I believe it is conform- 
able to parliamentary practice. I @o not think it 
would be fair to refer a proposition to any com- 
inittee whose members are decidedly hostile to it. 
[do not mean by this remark to imply that the 
Committee on the Judiciary is hostile to the bill 
which has now been substituted for the original 
bill; but it does seem to me that it ought to go to 
a select committee, together with all the amend- 
ments that may be offered. The Senate, by com- 
mitting the bill to a committee whose members, or 
4 majority of them, are favorable to the proposi- 


wi 


sn bit 


tion, do hot commit themselves to vote for the bill 
when reported; it is only in order that the subject | 


may receive a fair consideration. I shall not make 
the motion myself. I trust, however, that the 
Senator from Illinois, in accordance with the views 
which I have now presented, will vote to send his 
proposition, together with all the amendments that 
may be offered, to a select committee. 

Mr. DAYTON, 
Spect to the Senator from Delaware, that he as- 
sumes a fact which does not distinctly appear, and 
of which there is no evidence. I understand that 
the bill which is offered by the Senator from IIli- 
nois assumes at least to be.free from the constitu- 
ional difficuluies suggested by the Committee on 
the Judiciary in their lastreport. Bat { think, sir 
that that committee has no special disposition to 
take charge of this business; and if it be agreeable 


to the Senate that it should go to the Committee 


on the Territories or to a select committee, | think 
there will be no difficulty on the subject, and no 
obstacle thrown in the way by the meinbers of that 
committee, For myself, | am atall times desirous 
that propositions of this kind should go to the reg- 
ularly organized committees, There isa regularly 
organized committee of this body, and I suppose 
one that is favorable to the proposition submitted 
by the Senator from Illinois, to which this subject 
may properly be referred—I mean the Committee 
on the Territories—a committee which is presided 
over by the Senator from Illinois himself. Then 


why create a special committee for the purpose of 
considering a given case, when we have a regu- 


} be . ¢ ° 
larly organized committee which is favorable to 


It seems to me, with all re- | 


| ators. 
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Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator from Georgia will 
athe mode which he thinks most suitable, | 
will adopt the suggestion. 


au special committee and the Territorial Committee, 
we shall best dispose of this matter by referring it 
to the Territorial Committee. As far as the Ju- 
diciary Comunittee is concerne 1, Ido not suppoRe 
that they have any particular feeling upon the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. CLAYTON. If the Senator from New 
Jersey had listened to what I said, he would not 
have constdered that | had assumed that the Judi- 
ciary Committee Was hostile to the bill. I did not 
make any assertion of the Sort; but Il say this, 
that it is due, as in other cases proposed io the 
Senate, it is due to the subject, it is according to 
parliamentary usage, and itis but a matter of com- 
mon courtesy, to send a bill to a committee which 
has been known to be favorable to the propostion, 
Ido not know, and [| presume that the Senator 
from New Jersey does not know, that the majority 
of the committee are favorable to the proposition 
in this case; and for that very reason | am for 
sending it to a committee which is, or a majority 
of the members of which are, favorable to the 
proposition. I desire, therefore, that it should go 
to a special committee. On & former 
when a proposition similar to this in some respects 
was presented, there was a division of opinion as 
to whether it should go to a special conimittee or 
to the Committee on ‘Verritories. I now desire to 
present that question again. IL only make the 
suggestion, however; if the Senator rrom Illinois 
does not make the motion, I shall not. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will say to my honora- 
ble friend from Delaware, in regard to referring 
this matter to a select committee, that we have had 
the experience of one select committee, and the 
bill reported by that committee has not been acted 
upon, although it stull has vitality, for itis stil in 
existence upon the table of the other House. | 
will not say that we have no right, according to 
strict parliamentary law, to originate any measure 
connected with this subject here, but, in the ordi- 
nary course of proceedings, these bills in relation to 
the organization of governments in New Mexico 
ond California, if the other branch of Congress 
purposed to pass them at all, it would have veen 
done long before this. It is unnecessary tor me to 
remind the Senate that the bili to which | have re- 
ferred is still in existence in the other House, and 


occasion, 


may be acted upon if they feel so disposed. It” 


has an enacting clause, and is subject to amend- 
ment. Ifthey choose to organize these territorial 
governments, they cah act upon that bill. Had I 
been left to my own action, anxious as I am for the 
organization of these Territories, | should never 
have introduced a bill of any kind until we had 
learned officially what had been the fate ef that 
bill. The bill which emanated from the select 
committee passed the Senate after a protracted 
debate. I will not say whether it was right or 
wrong. Sufficient for me, it has passed, it has ex- 
istence; the House ean vet upon it, and if it does 
not suit them, they can put it in such a shape as 
will suit them. 

In regard to this question, I voted before to refer 
the bill to the Territorial Committee, although it 
was not referred in accordance with my vote. I 
expressed an opinion then, but I shail express 
none now, except that it 1s due to that committee, 
and to its distinguished chairman, that they should 
have charge of this matter, which they originated, 
or rather which was brought before the Senate by 
ghechairman of that committee, and which occupies 
so much of public attention. | shall, therefore, vote 
for the reference to the Territorial Committee. 1 
will not vote for putting the bill of any committee, 
or of any individual member of the Senate, to dry 
nurse; nor for sending it to a committee who will 
be unfriendly to it. ‘That might be the case either 
with the Judiciary Committee or a select committee. 


| But it should go to a committee that will take an 
_ especial interest in the subject, and put forth their 


best energies to put it in a shape that will render it 
acceptable to the Senate. It has been proposed 


| to be amended by the chairman himself, and other 


amendments have been proposed by different Sen- 
I hope it will be referred to the Territorial 
Committee, and that that committee will bring in 
a bill that we can pass; for it.is very desirable 


-that governments should be organized for the Ter- 


ritories, and, to attain that end, | am disposed to 
waive parliamentary rules, particularly as another 
bill is in existence. 


Mr. BERRIEN. In the suggestion made by 


the proposition ? It seems to me that, as between '' the Senator from Delaware I am willing to concur; 
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but I suppose the same purpose would be accor. 
plished by a reference to the Territorial Com- 
mittee. The Judiciary Committee have performed 
their duty in relation to amother bill; that has now 
passed from the hands of the Senate; and every 
inember of that committee will, [ have no doubt, 
most cheerfully assent to the reference of the sub- 
ject to the Territorial Commitiee. I hope, there- 
fore, that reference will be made. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to make one remark. 
{am not only willing that this bill should go to the 
Committee on the Territories, but I should be very 
unwilling that it should go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. I am satisfied of one thing: if that 
committee should proceed to consider the subject, 
it would be perfectly impracticable for them to 
arrive at any legal results; and | must beg leave, 
as I have in some measure passe d judgme ntl upon 
this matter, as one of the mem! ; ; 
Committee, to be excused 
Committee on the Territories 
member be substituted. I make that motion 

Mr. DOWNS. I hope that, to whatever com- 
mittee this subject may be referred, all amend- 
ments that have bees sugvested, ar which have 
heretofore been printed by order of the Senate, will 
also be referred. [will ask a question, therefore, 
in relation to a point of order, whether it wil! be in 
order to move that all the amendments that have 
been submitted and printed by order of the Senate, 
be referred to the committee to which the bil! shall 
be referred? Wié5ill that be in order? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. With the unanimous 
consent of the Senate all sueh amendments may be 
referred. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 

Mr. DOWNS. LI have not yet finished. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1! was going to make a mo- 
tion that will, I think, be appropriate at this time. 

Mr. DOWNS. If that motion be in order, | 
hope the amendments will all go to whatever com- 
mittee the bill may be referred to. I think, how- 
ever, with another member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, that it by no means follows as a matter of 
course, that because a majority of the coninittee 
was opposed to the first bill, they will also be 
opposed to this. This isa very different bill. I 
cannot coneur with the sugvestion of the eentle- 
man from New York, that this measure ts still 
pending before Congress. | know there is a bill 
pending, or at least was laid apon the table of the 
other House at the last session, that embraced a 
subject similar to this, with others; but the Sen 
ator will recollect that it embraced also a measure 
which has since been acted upon by Congress: | 
mean the law in relation to the territorial govern- 
meéntofOregon. That bill was of a different char- 
acter; and this bill, as well as the substitute now 
offered —— 

Mr. DICKINSON, (interposing.) It was upon 
the same general subject, and designed to attain 
the same end. 

Mr. DOWNS. I wish to remark while up, that 
I do not consider, as far as it goes, the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Iiinois as a substitute; 
for the bill differs materially in fact and in princi- 
ple from the amendment which was reported by 
the committee. I therefore niade no objection to 
it. It will be found, when an examination takes 
place, that the report that I made will embrace the 
same thing. I have, therefore, no objection to 
that portion of the bill. There are, however, some 
details, some additional provisions, which 1 think 
are worthy of consideration, and should be referred 
to whatever committee the bill may be submitted 
to. I therefore ask that those amendments may 
be referred alone with the bill. ' 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It has been Buggested, first, 
that this bill, with its proposed amendments, shall 
go to the Territorial Committee; and, secondly, 
that it be referred to a select committee. In order 
to give the Senate an opportunity to decide he- 
tween the two references, I will accede to the sug- 
gestion of the honorable Senator from Delaware, 
and would now make a motion that the bill and 
proposed amendments he referred to a select com- 
mittee of seven. As to my own views about the 
matter, | am entirely indifferent whether it goes 
to the Territorial Committee or to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. KING. [am very well satisfied, sir, that 
this reference to a select committee should be 
adopted. The Territorial Committee brought the 


rs of the Judiciury 
trom servirig on the 
, aod ask that another 


Mr. President 





| subject forward; it was then referred to the Com- 
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mittee on the Judiciary, by whom a report was 
made and certain provisions suggested that con- 
flicted with the former action of the Territoval 
Committee and with certain modifications made to 
the bill by the Senator from Hlinois [Mr. Dovenas] 
himself; and now, with new modifications and new 
additional suggestive propositions, the whole sub- 


ject comes upanew for reference, which reference, 
‘as I think, very justly is proposed to be made to 
a selectcommitiee. Lagree with the Senator from 
Delaware as to the object of standing committees. 
Subjects of a general nature should of course be 
referred to the appropriate committees; but when 
the matter involved is of a grave and serious im- 
port, and about which there is much disagreement, 
it should be referred to another and a special com- 
mittee. When that is the case, it becomes the 
Presiding Officer to apposnt such a select commit- 


tee, the majority of whom should be in favor of 


the principle involved, though not of the details. 1 
trust that a select committee wall be appointed, 
composed in part of gentlemen connected with the 
Judiciary Committee, of high legal attainments, 
and. that some plan may be agreed upon by which 
this unfortunate question may be setiled. 1 am 
prepared, tor one, to fo as far is j can, conscien- 
uously, to put an end to this unceasing agitauion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Lrenew my mouon to reter 
the bill and proposed amendments toa select com- 
mittee. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The first motion 
properly before the Senate is the one made by the 
Senator from South Carolina, | Mr. Burter,] to 
refer the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
of this bill to a select committee; however, if gen- 
tlemen insist upon putting that motion, I will 
withdraw mine and give place to it. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The question be- 
fore the Senate is upon the referenee of this bill 
and propose d amendments to a select committee. 

‘The motion was then put and carried, 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish simply to ask the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate, if it is not entirely 
out of order, to be allowed to refer an amendment 
to this California bill, which | shall prepare, to 
the select cammittee to whose charge the bill and 
proposed amendments have been given. 

Leave was granted accordingly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed the follow- 
ing gentlemen as the special committee: Messrs. 
Dove as, Jounson of Maryland, Jones of lowa, 
Crayton of Delaware, Davis of Mississippi, 
Bapcer of North Carolma, and Nites of Con- 
necticut. 


lam opposed to the reference 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


The Senate then proceeded, as in Committee 
of the Whole, to the consideration of the bill pro- 
viding for a reduction of postage. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I would ask the Presiding 
Ojllicer if it is in order to move an amendment to 
the original bill ? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion is now 
pending. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Well, then, upon that mo- 
tion Lean say what! desire. I understand that, 
under the old law, one of the rules operating in 
cities affects materially the interests of newspaper 
publishers, ‘They were in the habit of publishing 
a newspaper im one place, while it appeared from 
the name upon it that it was issued at another 
place; and the postmasters, taking the printed 
name to be the place from whence the papers were 
issued, established it as the office of publication, 
although it micht be situated hundreds’ of miles 
from the place where the papers were originally 
orinted. : 

Mr. NILES. I suppose the bill requires altera- 
tion in thes particular, and, when near its final pas- 
sage, it can be so amended. Prior, Mr. President, 
to making a few remarks upon the motion now 
pending, | would just state that the bill is printed 
wrong, and should be halfa cent postage on news- 
papers circulating under a hundred miles. The 
ane of the Senator from Pennsylvania, now 
vefore us for consideration, is to strike out the 
words * fifty miles’’ and ** allow papers published 
within these limits to go forhalfa cent,’’ and insert 
**thirty miles”? and allow * papers published with- 
in these limits to go free of postage.’’ Ht is introdu- 
cing the privile ve of “free matter,’’ or ‘free circula- 
lion, witch has never yet beena provision in our 
laws. Down to 1845 we hatl no such provision in 
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the post office laws; it was introduced at that 
tume, but has since been repealed. Ido not desire 
to reiterate the remarks I made the other day upon 
this subject, but would simply say that the opera- 
tion of this proposed amendment, if carried into 
effect, will be much more important in its charac- 
ter than Senators probably suppose. In certain 
portions of the country it will preclude a very 
large portion ofthe newspaper circulation, and place 
a very greatand burdensome wsk upon postinas- 
ters. A large number of newspapers will be sent 
to them, and that without any remuneration for 
their trouble. The postage on newspapers goes 
to their benefit, or at least one-half of it. Itis of 
rreat importance, then, to the smaller postmasters 
that they have their commission on newspapers, 
but by this amendment they will be almost entirely 
deprived of it, besides having additional labor ap- 
portioned tothem. ‘The whole revenue on news- 
papers last year was seven hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, and this system of free circulation, 
if adopted, will reduce the amount of the revenue 
some one or two hundred thousand dollars. Now, 
ina bill that profegses to carry out to the extreme 
the principle of low postage rates, It is, in my 
judgment, absolutely necessary that provision 
should be made therein for the taxation of every- 
thing that goes through the mail. Sur, we cannot 
carry out tne perenne iple of low postage rates uirless 
we abandon the proposition of free circulation; 
and it was to carry out the former principle that 
{ introduced the amendment abolishing the frank- 
ing privilege. ‘The rates proposed in this bill are’ 
fixed at the mininuim—the lowest pracucable 
point; and unless everything carried by the mail 
is taxed, we shall not be able to carry out our plan 
of reduce d rates, 

Mr. WESTYCOTT. I would inquire of the 
Presiding Officer whether the amendment I pro- 
posed to offer the other day will be precluded by 
this amendment ? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Flomda the other day 
was then, and is of course now, out of order. 

Mr. ALLEN. Lam in faver of this proposi- 
tion; and I shall very briefiy, and with all the sim- 
plicity of language which 1 can employ, explain to 
the Senate the reasons by which I am governed in 
this vote. By the Constitution of the United States 
the power to establish post offices and post roads 
is conferred exclusively upon the Congress of the 
United States. The very faet of that power being 
conferred exclusively upon the Federal Govern- 
ment imposes upon this Government the duty of 
establishing post offices and post roads; and there- 
fore it is that Congress has established post offices 
aud post roads throughout the Republic. And, sir, 
Congress would have been under the same neces- 
sity of establishing post offices and post roads if 
there were not printed within the whole Repablic a 
solitary newspaper. Lsay, then, that the expenses 
of the post office establishmeRt of this country— 
organized to accommodate the nation in the trans- 
mission of their private correspondence—have been 
precisely as great, as to the number of routes, of 
post offices, of mail-bags, of mail agents, and of 
all the other necessary items of expense, as If 
there were not one newspaper printed in the Uni- 
ted States. It is true, sir, that the transportation 
of printed matter, to the extent of its weight, 
through the mail, augments the burden of such 
mail, and creates an addition to the expenses of 
ihe Government equal to the amount of powers 
necessary to transport the accumulated burden; 
and that is all the expense incurred in consequence 
of newspaper circulation. 1 wish, sir, to call the 
attention of the Senate to the fact—and it is one 
of fundamental importance in this discussion—that 
the post oflice establishment throughout the Re- 
public would necessarily have to be just as great 
if not a newspaper had been printed in the coun- 
try. ‘That being the case, sir, Congress has pro- 
ceeded upon the ground that the larger portion of 
the revenue necessary to the support of the post 
olfice establishment should be levied upon the pri- 
vate correspondence of the people of the nation, 
because private correspondence properly related to 
private business, and had no connection whatever 
with the political organization of the country. 
Well, sir, the mail being under the necessity of 
running between the various points at which post 
offices are established—under the necessity of run- 
ning whether newspapers are printed at those || 
points or not—the request here is, that inasmuch || 
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Jan. 24, 
as your mail coaches have to travel Letwes , 
given points, you will take along and Jeaye 
fiven pomts the newspapers printed al One point 
the point from which the mail starts. We 
this, sir, not as a favor to the publishers of news. 
papers me rely, but asa favor to the Immense nee = 
ber of persons who take and read the Joca! prese, 

I shall come now to the question, what will he 
the loss to the public treasury by the grant of th . 
right, and what proportion does the loss bear « 
the anticipated benefit? And first as to the loss. 

The postage on all printed matter during the |ge» 
year was seyen hundred and sixty-seven thousa, d 
dollars. I desire to say here, sir, that I shall dis. 
regard and throw off fractions in all the references 
I shall make to figures, for the sake of a more easy 
and simple computation in my statements, (> 
printed matter—including newspapers, pamphlets 
and cireulars of ail kinds and dexseriptions—tie 
postage of last year was seven hundred and sixty. 
seven thousand dollars. In order to ascertain what 
will be the loss to the public revenue by the pron. 
osition now before the Senate, it becomes neces. 
sary to inquire what proportion of this postaye 
was paid on other printed matter than public news- 
papers. We have not, sir, in the Post Office De- 
partment, nor wi the archives, any data upon which 
to predicate a positive conclusion on that point, 
But, ina conversation with one perhaps more com- 
petent than any other living man to solve sucha 
question, | learned that he thought it would bea 
fair computation to say that one-fourth of the whole 
of the printed matter that passed through the mail 
might be comprehended under the name of pam- 
phlets; leaving, therefore, three-fourths of all the 
revenue we derive from the transmission of printed 
matter to be derived from newspaper circulation, 
and three-fourths of the whole amount of revenue 
would be five hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars. That, sir, includes the entire postage 
upon newspapers of every kind and description 
circulated through the Republic. 

Another question here arises, to wit, what pro- 
portion of the revenue, as the law now stands, is 
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| calculated for the transportation within and what 


proportion without the thirty miles? and that ts a 
question upon which we have no data to calculate. 
I have, however, from my knowledge of the gen- 
eral state of aifuirs in the interior of the country; 
from my acqu&intance with newspapers, and the 
description of persons who are subscribers to 
newspapers, formed what I conceive a very rea- 
sonable conclusion upon this subject. I suppose, 
sir, that three-fourths of the whole revenue now 
paid for the transmission of newspapers is paid 
within the circle of thirty miles, within which itis 
the proposition now that these papers shall cireu- 
late free; and this amount of three-fourths will 
come to four hundred and thirty-one thousand dol- 
lars. 1 am giving the adversaries of this proposi- 
tion all the advantages of the largest computation. 
1 am giving those figures, from which they readily 
may show the largest imaginable loss to the public 
treasury; and, sir, | feel assured, with all these 
advantages, they cannot earry it beyond four hun- 
dred and thirty-one thousand dollars per annum. 

Now, sir, let us assume that this Is to be the 
loss to the public treasury and the saving to the 
people; for it-should be borne in mind that that 
which is a loss to the public treasury in this respect 
is a saving to the people—not in expenditure, but 
barely an omission to collect that much taxes, 
which we now collect from the people. That isit, 
sir. Itis the diminution of the tax on the privi- 
lege of reading in this country to the extent of four 
hundred and thirty-one thousand dollars. 

Now, let us see what is the benefit likely to be 
dispensed to the people from the diminution of their 
taxes to the extent and in the way in which this 
proposition seeks to reduce them. The newspapers 
of the United States are perhaps in number about 
two thousand four hundred. I have some data 
upon which I think [ may fairly draw the conclu- 
sion that they are about in number two thousand 
four hundred; but, in order to keep within proba- 
bility, or, rather, to keep within positive fact in my 
estimate, I put the number at two thousand. Now, 
sir, these two thousand newspapers have a various 
circulation as to number and as to time, The large 
cily or publish an immense edition daily; the 

country papers publish a limited edition 
weekly. The papers of the intermediate towns— 
those between villages and cities—publish a larger 
circulation than the village pressesy and publish 
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them two or three times aweek. There is, there- 

no possibility of doing more than striking in 
the mind a fair average as to the extent and num- 
ber of the papers circulated. | have attempted to 
do that. Assuming the number ot the papers to 
be two thousand, | assume the circulation of the 
whole to be once a@ week—none of them are less, 
and many of them are daily—and I assume the 
number of the copies issued by each to be one thou- 
sand on an average. There are, then, circulated in 
the United States two thousand newspapers, each 
circulating weekly one thousand copies, making in 
all a we ekly average of two millions of newspapers 
circulated In the United States. Bat all of these 
yapers do not circulate through the mails; many of 
them are distributed in the towns and cites where 
they are published. . 

ij have made a calculation as to the probable 
roportion of these that-do go through the mail 
and those that do not. 1 have supposed that 
three-fourths of the whole number do go through 
the mails, and are transported to some point from 
the point of publication—that is to say 1,500,000 
yewspapers—and | have also supposed what would 
be the proportion between the number circulated , 
within and the number circulated without this 
circle of sixty miles. 

| have supposed that about half of the whole 
of the printed newspapers—about two-thirds of 
all that go in the mails—are circulated within this 
circle of sixty miles; that is to say, 1,000,000 of 
newspapers. 2 ‘lhe proposition before us ts, there- 
fore, to cease levying this tax upon 1,000,000 of 
newspapers circulated weekly within a circle of 
sixty miles from the central point of publication. 
That, sir, is the proposition. 

And now, sir, let me see who it is that would 
derive benefit from this privilege—who it is that 
would be exempt from this taxation now imposed, 
and how many there are. All the newspapers that 
pass through the mails, but go within the circle of 
sixty miles, are 1,000,000 m number. ‘They are 
taken by one million of men; and it may fairly be 
supposed that each newspaper thus taken, entering 
a family, is read, and dispenses its benefits to three 
members of that family, which will show an ag- 
gregate of three millions of people who will be 
benefited by this motion. 

Now, sir, | do not look upon the repeal of this 
tax on the privilege of reading—for that is all itis 
—as an unrequited favor at the expense of the 
Government. In the first place, 1 have shown you 
that your mail has to travel between all these points 
whether you take newspapers along or not. Your 
mail has to go, and as this proposition is confined 
toa circle of sixty miles from the central point of 
publication, the larger part of this matter goes in 
the otherwise empty maul-bags that travel on the 
cross-roads, Your mails will have to travel, as | 
have shown, even with empty mail-bags, whether 
there be anewspaper Or no newspaper published 
inthe country. ‘The mail must go. You have in- 
curred the obligation by the Constitution of send- 
ing e mail and keeping up the post office establish- 

ment for the accommodation of the people, and you 
are bound to do it whether there are newspapers 
transmitted or not. 

But I have said that I do not look on this asa 
boon to be extended by the Government. You 
will observe, from the nature of this proposition, 
that it applies in such a manner as to affect distant 
localities in the interior of the country, and that it 
is exactly within these localities that the mails of « 
the United Stes are transported on public roads 
not made by the Federal Government—often not 
by the State—but by the local population of the 
neighborhoods. The people of each neighborhood | 
make their roads, and from year to year they re- 
pair them. The people of the counties bridge their || 
streams, and from year to year repair them, and 
your mail goes over them free of charge. Your 
mail pays no toll to keep them in repair. The | 
local population of each vicinity, who are to be 
benefited by this poor little reduction of the tax on |) 
the privilege of reading, therefore, have a right to 
claim it as an equivalent for the right which you 
have of passing free over roads which they have | 
to make and keep in repair, and on the making and || 
repairing of which you spend not a farthing. 

Mr. President, almost all of the public men of 
this country know something about the public 
press; and as we are more apt to remember wrongs || 
than favors, almost all public men remember that |, 
the press has been the vehicle of malice and of || 


fore, 
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injustice toward them; and without looking to the 
other side of the question, and contemplating the 
amount of benefits that they have derived from the 
press, they are very apt to say in their souls, espe- 
cially when they read a scorching article on them- 
selves, ‘better would it be if there were no news- 
papers in the country.’’ But, sir, | am far from 
entertaining this opinion. And | say now, sir, 
upon my responsibility to reason and to truth, 
that so far from considering the public press of this 
country as an evil, 1 do not believe it would be 
possibie to maintain public liberty without it. 1 
mean to maintain the public liberty as we have it 
secured by a written constitution, under a repre- 
sentative system, extending far and wide over 
our immense country. In such a state of things, 
without this medium of communication between 
the people themselves, and between the people 
and the Government, and between the people and 
the functionaries of the Government, it would be 
utterly impossible for the people to exercise that 
supervision and control over public measures and 
public men which is necessary for the support of 
public freedom. 

Sir, it has been the custom of our youth, in our 
school-houses, to hear much said about the liber- 
ties and republics of Greece and Rome; and, there- 
fore, any reference to those matters becomes stale 
and common-place. [tis not my habit to indwWee 
in them; but, on the present occasion, | shall do 
so for the sake of illustration, and to sustain the 
proposition | have just laid down, that without the 
public press, and a free one too, public liberty tn 
a large country could not by human possibility 
be maintained. In order to illustrate that proposi- 
tion I shall refer to those old countries whose in- 
stitutions have been called barbarous. Ll will take 
that one which has given its name and ideas to ail 
posterity. lL will take that little republic which 
illustrated the genius of that Government where 
existed an absolute unrestricted democracy: I mean 
Greece. We hear nothing, sir, about the free 
yeomanry of Greece—not a word. No historian 


| has used those words, or any words in Greek of 


which they would be a true translation. No his- 


| torian has told us about the farming population of 


Greece. Nohistorian has told us about the coun- 
try population of Greece coming into their cities to 
vote. And why, sir? Because, for the want of 
a medium of communication between the Govern- 
ment and the extremes of the country, it was im- 
possible, in the nature of things, for there to exist 
anything like a free and independent yeomanry. 
‘To enjoy the privilege of a citizen of Greece, you 
had to remove to a capital city; you must settle 
in Athens; you must cultivate your lands by a 
description of labor that was not free, placing it 
under the control of men who were not free voting 
citizens. In order to be a citizen, it was necessary 
to be a resident. In order to enjoy the immuni- 
ties and rights of a citizen of Athens, it was neces- 
sary to become a citizen in fact, by settling within 


| the city. And so of all the other cities of Greece. 


It was that fact, more than all others put to- 
gether, that removed the very description of popu- 
lation upon whose integrity, whose habits, and 
whose employments freedom and free institutions 
can best depend—the cultivators of the soil. Hence 
it was, sir, that a Grecian republic was but a Gre- 


| cian city; and hence it was that all the attempts to 


form a confederation among the Greek States re- 
sulted in nothing more than a confederation of so 
many cities, gredtand small. Political power was 
annexed to the cities, and excluded from the coun- 
try. So it was in Italy. And hence it was that 
the utter extermination of the ancient cultivators 
of the soil took place. To bea citizen of Rome, 
politically, with the means of exercising the right 
of a citizen, you had 4o go from your farm and re- 
side in the ancient city of the world, or some other 
capital city. It was for that reason alone the 
towns became the source of all legislation, the sole 
source of all political power, the country popula- 
tion being reduced to nothing. 


W hat historian has told us about the yeomanry | 
| of Italy or Greece, or any State in Greece, partici- 


ating in any political question og political act? 
No, sir; such was the inevitable necessity of things, 
because there was no suflicient medium of commu- 


| nication between the Government and the people 
abroad, or the people abroad themselves, by which 


they could be possibly informed of what was going 
on. They had to repair to the cities themselves, 
and that concentrated the sole power of the repub- 
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lie in the cities alone; and that led to another con- 
clusion. It was impossible, in that state of things, 
that the representative system could ever be ap- 
plied; and the consequence was, that the masses 
in cities legislated themselves, the Governments 
became smail, confined to the circle of cities, and 
took the form of absolute democracy. When a 
law was passed, Demosthenes was seen upon the 
arena, and the ten thousand voting people were 
seen sitting in a circle in front of the orator, who 
explained the nature and effect of each proposition, 
and each proposition Was then submitted to the 
judgment of the assembled mass, and that mass 
constituted the levislature of Greece. There was 
no other, the Senate only havine power of sub- 
mitiing propositions and forms of law. And we 
know how it was in Rome: that after the Roman 
Senate had passed an act, it was competent for the 
tribune of the pe ople to hold it up to the people for 
approval or rejection, and their dectsion was final. 
Now, they could have no representative system 
under that state of things. The sole reason of 
which was—for they were as wise as we are—that 
there was no sufficient medium of communication 





. between the citizens themséives, and between the 
citizens and the Government. Therefore, the idea 
of having people at a distance, represented a thou- 
sand miles off, with no means of communication, 
would have proved an utter and absolute abortion. 
‘The Government would have rotted down in five 
years; and this Government would im ten years, 
if there were no newspapers pu®lished in the Unt- 
ted States. 

‘nis proposition, then, while it proposes abso- 
lutely to diminish to the extent of four hundred 
thousand dollars this tax, or privilege, as it is 
called, has this farther consequence in it: it will 
tend to establish and build up, by indirect encour- 
agememt, local presses at points where there are 
no presses now; and every local press that is estab- 
lished diminishes the danger that now exists in 
France, of putting the whole mass of the public 
mind under the direction and control of a great 
central press, as in Paris. It localizes the power 
of the mind in every locality in the Republic. It 
enables the people in every locality, even to the 
remotest parts of our wilderness territories, to 
participate in the action of the Government as 
directly and effectually as if they lived in any one 
of the great cities of the Republic. I know, as I 
have before said, that those who have been wound- 
ed by the press very naturally complain; those who 
have been benefited by the press are less apprehen- 
sive. 1 know that there is a common saying that the 
newspaper press may be, or perhaps has been, to 
some extent corrupted; that it is the vehicle of false- 
hood and injustice; that it is an instrumentality 
through which bad men can gratify their private or 
public malignity upon other men. Be it so. In the 
West there isa great river known os the Missis- 
sippi. Sometimes this river breaks over its banks 
and overflows the adjacent country, sweeping away 
fences and crops, and even houses in its course. 

| Upon it floats steamboats which sometimes get 
snagged and wrecked with a great sacrifice of bu- 
man life, and hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of property. But, sir, will you offset these 
unavoidable evils against the mighty advantages of 
that stream, and say that, because of these inci- 
dental evils the stream is of no account, and that it 
would be well if it were dried up? So precisely 
may it be said, except with more force and eflect, 
in regard to this great medium through which flow 
the ideas of this country and the public. There 
may be ills and injustice arising from a tree press. 
There may be falsehood promulgated through it. 
There may be malignity gratified through it. There 
may be cases where innocence has been made to 
suffer through its instrumentality. But what are 
all these evils compared to the immense benefit of 
keeping an open communication between four mil? 
lions of voters; for these presses are not only the 

_ means of communication between the Government 
and the people, but between all the people, one 
with another. It is the press which enables them to 
pour forth ideas upon political questions. it is in 
| this great book for the people, unfolded in every 
| man’s house, open to every man’s inspection, that 
| the people read the facts as to what the Govern- 
ment is about. eh 

1 say nothing, sir, (because it is not my pre- 
rogative to speak of other great sulijects than that 
| of politics, which are commended to the reason of 


|| our people,) of anotker branch of the public press, 
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which, by-the-by, is embraced in this proposiuon. 
jut I speak of the political effect, and 1 am the 
more in favor of this proposition, because it chimes 
in most harmoniously with every proposiuon | 
have ever laid down touching this subject of open 
communication with the people. Year after year, 


1 have stood up here and demande d, in the behalf 


and in the name of the American people, that these 
doors should be open, and that the whole of our 
transactions, in the name of our constituents, should 
be performed in the view of our constituents, So, 
too, I have stood up here, when it was thought 
unpopular to do so, In support of the franking 
privilege for the same reason, In every instance 
where | have acted or voted, L have sought to do 
it in such a manner that it would open the doors 


wider to the inspection of the people, and pour a 


stronger light upon their representatives. | have 
done this because | have believed that in this thing 
cunsisis our @nly security, because | am not one 
vf howe Who suppose that this Government con- 
sists in a written Constitution. No, 
child enough for that. | know what this Govern- 
ment consists in. If it consisted but in a written 
Constitution, where would it have been now, 
when that Constituuon has, 
been infracted? 


sur, Ll am not 


confessedly, so often 


found at the firesides of the people of this country. 
{tis to be found in the senuments, in the judg- 
ments, in the predilections, in the hopes, in the 
sympathies of a great people, who make known 
their sympathies® by indocunnating aid cireu- 
laung resoluuons through the publie press, and 
through their representatives on the floors of the 
two Llouses of Congress. ‘There, then, is the seat 
of our Government—in the hearts of the people, and 
it 1s a mistake to call this Capitol the seat of our 
government. Far from it, sir; the seat of our 
Government is in the hearts of our people. [tis 
in their breath. Tthey breathed it into existence, 
and they may, and have a right to maintain it in 
the form which they have prescribed—tree, with- 
out restraint. 

It does not behoove us then, who are the repre- 
sentatives of the States and the people, to do any- 
thing which shall vetl our conduct in the slightest 
deyree from the open Inspection of our consutu- 
ents. It does not become us, upon W hose conduct, 
let me tell you, sir, public liberty depends, to at- 
tempt to shut out the peopic from the watchful 


observation of the actions and deliberations of 


those whom they have selected to do their bidding; 
for the right of suffrage in the people would not be 
worth a farthing to them if, afier the y had ex- 
ercised that right, they lost all contre! over the 
agent whom they had appoimted. In that 
the choice of their representatives would amount 
to the delegation of absolute authority. As it 1%, 
although the lorm of power passes out of the con- 


case, 


Stituent to the representative, through the action of 


the ballot-box, yet, by having open communica- 
tion between the two, by bringing the actor, who 
is the representative, directly in front of the men 
in whose name he acts, and holding him there 
while he acts, the consutuents secure the just ex- 
posiuon of their wishes. ‘Lhat is the conmstutution 
which insures the purity of legislauon and the 
stability of our Government. 

{1 am, then, in favor, not only of giving to the 
public press this privilege, if privilege it can be 
called; or, in other words, of repealing a tax of 
four hundred and thirty-one thousand dollars, 
which is now imposed upon the privilege of read- 
ing; | am not only in favor of that, butt favor of 
any other proposition that any man will make that 
will bring the people more directly home to this 
Government. Sir, with all the light we now have, 
we ure not at home. Why, sir, with all these 
vast means of communication between the people 
and their representatives, what do we behold here 
1 will tell what we behold, 
We see schemes put through the two Houses of 
Congress, year in and year out, solely owing to 
the importunities, solicitations, and felicitatious of 
a few thousand men in this capital, who can ob- 
tain an act of legislation that the whole farming 
population of this Republic cannot obtain. 1 will 
give you an iilustration, for lam now dealing in 
tacts, and | shall use it in connection with this 
subject, because it connects itself with it. ‘This is 
not only the case in regard to this classof subjects, 
but in regard to every subject involved in the 
money actions of this Government, whether in 
collecting money or in disbussing it. 


No; this Government is to be | 


The measure which I am now advocating has 
been opposed upon the ground of expense. Now, 
sir, L wish to go into this matter of expense in 
connection with this subject, and | shail introduce 
my ulustration here. | have said that because we 
had the exclusive power, it was made our duty to 
establish post offices and post roads, and ave have 
acted upon that construction. ‘The United States 
never would have established one post office or 
one mail route, had it not been the duty of the 
United States to do it; because the argument would 
have arisen immediately, why should the United 
States carry the letters of men, and not carry their 
bacon, pork, and flour? Why should the Govern- 
ment become the common carriers of the letters of 
the people, and not the common carriers of their 
flour and pork? ‘That would have been the argu- 
ment. But the Constitution now cuts that argu- 
ment through. ‘lhe Constitution has made it the 
duty of the Government to carry these letters, to 
establish post oilices and post routes. But there 
is one thing that the Constitution has not made it 
our duty to do, and that is to establish mail routes 
beyond the United States, and therefore beyond 
its Constitution. ‘That they have not authorized 
us todo. We are under no more constiutional 
obligation to carry the letters of the merchants of 
New York to Havre, in I'rance, than we are to 
carry their corn, pork, bacon, and artucles of man- 
ufacture. Nota bit; and yet what have we done? 
We not only had no constitutional obligation upon 
us to establish ocean mail routes and put up post 
offices in the limit of far-off and independent coun- 
tries, but we had no right todo. I hold each one 
of those acts by which mail routes were established 
between the United States and any foreign Power 
as being a direct violauon of the Consutution of 


the Republic and the spirit of this Government, | 


‘There are many arguments in support of that prop- '| about the profits expected to arise from the trans- 


esition Which it will not be in my way to notice | 


at present; another time will be more propitious. 
But, sir, l will notice the fact, thatnotwithstanding 
the absence of all constitutional obligation, and, 
us | maintain, all constitutional right, to carry the 
merchants’ letters to Liverpool any more than to 
carry their flour, yet, notwithstanding ail this, sir, 
ina time of heavy taxes—aye, sir, in a time of 


war, Inatme of money-borrowing, ata time when | 


we were withholding appropriations for objects 
which we believed required them, because we 
thought that there were other objects that required 


them more—at that very ume, what were we doing? | 


W hy, sir, we were paying out large sums for these 
ocean mail steamers. We commenced this system 
of carrying merchants’ letters in 1845, It is now 
in49. it is four years, then, since we commenced, 
Mr. NILES, (in his seat.) It is not yet four 
years since that system went into operation. 


Mr. ALLEN. Perhaps it is not full four years, | 


but it is over three, at ail events. 
since the act was passed. 
Well, sir, we have now one contract for carry- 


it is four years | 


ing the mail beeween New York and Bremen, with | 
a discretion on the part of the carrier to stop at | 


Havre, where there is nothing between heaven 


and earth to carry but letters, and probably a few | 
On this route, between | 
ils points of termination, there is no intervening | 


leading city newspapers. 


population of a million strong—nothing but a bar- 


ren waste of intervening waters. What do we pay | 
for carrying these few ietters? We are to pay four | 


hundred thousand dollars per annum for this con- 
traci—an amount equtul in itself to all the diminu- 
tion of the revenue which will be effected by the 
proposition now upon the table of the Senate. 1 
said the other day that 1 could demonsirate, if 
demonstration is a word applicable to moral rea- 
soning, that we could extend this privilege, that | 


have shown would reach three millions of people, | 


without losing more money than we pay for car- 


rying a single mail twelve umes a year between | 


New York, Havre, and Bremen. That is what I 


said. But, sir, there was no economy then. There | 


are other contracts of this kind which | will name. 
As | wold you when this question was up before 
the Senate a few days ago, I intend to bring the 
local interests of this country in competition with 
its foreign interests. 
importance of the local home post office system in 
competition with this foreign system. I have 
shown you that this one mail line, running be- 
tween two points, costs as much money as this 
measure will take from the public revenue. The 


|, mail running from here to St. Louis scatters its 


1 will bring the vaiue and | 
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| benefits over a thousand points. The ma 
between this city and Augusta, in Mai 
| vannah, in Georgia, scatters its benefits all alon 


il running 
he, or Sa. 


° 
the road, through a populous country, and to a 


thousand points, diffusing its blessings as it o, 
along to millions of people; but here is one mail 
running across a trackless waste of waters, nce 
ing only at one point, except that from whieh it 
starts, and we pay for that mail for carrying me, 
chants’ letters twelve timesa year as much Monee 
as we shall lose by diminishing this tax upon 
reading proposed by the amendment now submit. 
ted to the Senate. 

But there is more, sir, a great deal more. We 
have another of these mail lines between New 
York and Liverpool. Mark you, the other was 
between New York and Bremen, with the disere. 
tion to take in Havre, and this line was to be paid 


| four hundred thousand dollars per annum, The 


actual expenditure last year was but one hundyed 
thousand dollars, in consequence of the eo. 
pany not having complied with the contract, and 
not having put lon all the steamers agreed upon, 
Well, sir, this four hundred thousand dollar eon. 
tract has illustrated, during the past year, and 


| the year before, the force of that great argument 








which was urged in favor of its passage. When 
the bill proposing to establish this line was under 
discussion in the Senate, it was argued that the 
British steamers were getting all the profits on 
the transportation of the letters of American citi. 
zens between the two countries. It was then stated 


| that the profits on this mail route were enormous, 


‘and that if we did notestablish this line of steamers, 
and thus come in for a share of these profits, the 
British Government would soon realize enough, 
from the transportatton of our letters, to pay off 
the national debt. Why, sir, gentlemen then talked 


portation of these letters as many, in the phrensy 
of their imaginations, now talk about the exhaust- 
less wealth of California. Just give us, said they, 
this line of steamers, just bring us in competition 
with the British, and your will see such an amount 
of revenue as would make the very mouths of Sena- 
tors water. [Laughter.]} : 

Well, sir, we have had the experience. We 
have laid out four hundred thousand dollars of our 
money, and what is the result? The Postmaster 
General tells us, very modestly, in one little corner 
of his report—he has putitina manner which would 
seem to say, this is intended merely as a paren- 
thesis, and may be omitted without spoiling the 
sense. That great income has yielded up all its 
ore, and disgorged all its treasures, and it is all 
summed up in a very few figures. Sir, when I 
heard those flaming accounts of anticipated profits 
that were to be reaped from this enterprise, I 
thought that we might be able, from this immense 
overplus of wealth, to construct a canopy over 
your head, something like that described as 
shading the head of the great Mogul, which, ac- 
cording to the description, was constructed of solid 
diamonds. Four pillars supported the canopy, 
and they were composed of the same material, and 
and on each corner was perched a large-sized pea- 
cock, and they also were made of diamonds. Yet, 
sir, notwithstanding all these brilliant expecta- 
tions, the sum total of the immense revenue that 
we were to derive from carrying these letters 
comes down to the waistcoat-pocket sum of twen- 
ty-nine thousand dollars. Four hundred thousand 
dollars has been spent, or is to be spent, under this 
contract, in order to compete with the English, in 
order to break down the English monopoly in 
carrying letters, and, by withholding from them 
that enormous source of revenue, further to em- 
barrass our great ocean enemy. [Laughter.] We 
have expended four hundred thousand dollars in 
order to do this—to gratify our love of money and 
hatred of the British; and inthe latter I most ey 

rticipate, so far as the Government is concerned; 

do not speak of the people. In order to do this 
we have made this expenditure; and here are our 

rofits. The profit on four hundred thousand dol- 
hen (for, although only one hundred thousand 
dollars have been paid, the remainder must be 
paid) is twenty-nine thousand dollars and a frac- 
tion. Every person opposed to the bill at the 
time predicted that this would be the case. We 
said it would be a bankrupt system, yet the Senate 
voted for it; and now here we aré paying this 
enormous sum to maintain this line of ocean mail- 
steamers, although our post office system was 
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aa upon the principle that the department 
§ 


-hould pay for itself; for, notwithstanding the fact 
that the Constitution imposes upon the Govern- 
: ent the duty to establish post offices and post 
mote still we said, with our usual spirit of parsi- 
mony, that the department must pay for itself, and 
we acted wpon that idea until the jobbers came 
about. As long, Sir, a8 we were serving | the 
neople and acting according to the behests of the 
ople, we acted upon that idea; but when we 
went beyond our constitutional obligations and 
entered into a business on which we had no right 


io enter, When we entered upon this business of | 


establishing ocean mail routes, then we abandoned 
the idea of making the Post Office Department pay 
its own expenses. If we had not abandoned this 
idea, what would have been our condition in rela- 
tion to this ocean mail route? Here is a line that 
runs over nothing but a wilderness of waters, 
carries no mail to any intervening points, merely 
carries the letters of a few merchants from one 
point to another, and we pay this line four hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and in return we receive 
from the line the paltry sum of twenty-nine thou- 
sand dollars. 
But, sir, in the very same year that we estab- 
jished this line, we knocked down two hundred 
and ninety post offices from among the people. 
We knocked them down, and for what, sir? Be-+ 
cause the revenue arising from these two hundred 
and ninety post offices did not pay for keeping 
them up, therefore down they went. ‘They were 
not in England, nor in Bremen, nor in Havre, but 
they were among the people, and, while we were 
putting up these European post offices and estab- 
lishing our ocean mail routes, where the expense 
quadruples five times over the income, we were 
knocking down the post offices where we were 
constitutionally bound to keep them up, because 
they did not pay for themselves. Because the 
people of lowa and Wisconsin, where the coun- 
try was not thickly settled, did not write letters 
enough and take a sufficient number of newspa- 
pers to keep up post offices within a distance of 
ten miles from them, therefore the inhabitants of 
those parts of the country must travel thirty miles 
to deposite a letter in the post office; and, if these 
people complain, they are told, your post offices 
do not pay for themselves, and, therefore, we must 
down with them. But it is not so, sir, when the 
polished and moneyed gentlemen, who visit this 
city about the opening of a session of Congress, 
and take quarters at the magnificent hotels, and 
get jobs from the servants of the people—these 
gentlemen, who spend the vacations of Congress 
in planning and plotting, and in employing ali the 
resources of finesse and mathematics to determine 
the shortest means and most infallible manner by 
which they can enrich themselves out of the pub- 
lic treasury, and that in a single session—when 
these gentlemen swarm about the Capitol, and 
lake up their abodes, as I have said before, in the 
magnificent hotels, and have their papers sent 
in proposing to carry the mail between New York 
and Liverpool and have spent three or four 
months in billing and cooing with the members; in 
flattering this man and that—*if I can only get 
your support, such is your influence with the Sen- 
ate and the country, my bill will be sure to go;”’ 
and telling another man, ‘such is your influence, 
my dear sir, that if you oppose my bill, your very 


name will crush it, for your name stands as a nat-- 


ural antagonist to corruption of every kind,” and 
end with a gentle request ** that if he cannot vote 
for it, just to step out of the way whenever itcomes 
up, and so not throw his influence against it;’’ 
atter all this billing and cooing, and flattering, in 
which a dozen or twenty accomplished gentlemen 
are engaged around our lobbies, from the com- 
mencement to the termination of every session; 
afier all these appliances, that are visible, have ex- 
erted their influence, the bill, whatever it may be, 
is passed; and we have found that it is far more 
easy to pass a bill under that kind of influence 
than to pass it under the influence of the whole 
public mind of the country besides. Yes, sir, 
these lobby-men, these undertakers, these jobbers, 
these polished financiers, whose ardent patriotism 
prompts them to come here and suggest these 
gigantic schemes every year—they, I say, and I 
dare say it, exert more influence upon the money 
acuons of this Government than a million of farm- 
ers at home, at work upon their farms. An influ- 
ence can be obtained in that way which all the pe- 


' 
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titions and all the memorials of all the farmers in 
America could not stir in the two Houses of Con- 
gress. Such is the great difference between a re- 
mote request and present personal importunity. 
Hence it is, that though we started out upon the 
princtple that we were bound to keep up post 
offices and post roads, and make the people in their 
vicinity pay the expense, yet, when we come te 
giving out jobs for contracts for ocean postage, we 
abandon the idea of making the system pay for 
itself, and prefer here,as we have dove within the 
last three years, to make contracts to the amount 
of one million three hundred and thirty-four thou- | 
sand dollars. Why, sir, as | will show from an- | 


| other document, the whole of the contracts for the 








transportation.of the mails of the United States be- 
tween sixteen thousand post offices, over forty-one 
thousand miles per annum, in steamboats, rail- 
roads, coaches, and on horseback, amount to about 
two millions and a third; but here is this external 
transportation got up, like a fungus growing upon 
a sound body, got up within four years, given out 
in jobs to individuals for whom we had no right 


| to legislate, and quite alien to our people; this ex- 
| ternal transportation has run up in four years to 
| more than half the expense of the internal trans- 
| portation, 


Yet, when we ask, in behalf of three 
millfons of people, that you would diminish your 
taxes to the extent of tour hundred thousand dol- 
lars per annum on the privilege of reading, that 
you would encourage the intelligence of the coun- 
try, and open the channels of communication sull 
wider between the people with each other, and be- 
tween the people and the Government, the money 
idea instantly starts: ‘* We cannot do it,”’ you an- 
swer. Why can you notdo it? Because there is 
somebody behind the bar who wants just that 
sum to carry the mail to Liverpool. Yes, sir, so 
anxious were we to give out this job to the New 
York and Liverpool mail man for three hundred 
and ninety-five thousand dollars per annum, that 
we gave to the Secretary of the Navy, who, of 
course, is well skilled in these matters—for he has 
grown pale in ciphering up and calculating the 
financial aspect of these contracts; he has grown 


| ghastly pale in studying over these matters—the 
| power to enter into this contract for that surn, for 
| carrying the mail between New York and Liver- 
| pool. 


A contract was also entered into by the same 


| officer with certain individuals to carry the mail 
| from New York to New Orleans, in mail steamers, 


for which $290,000 per annum was to be given. 
After the Secretary of the Navy has committed the 
Government to the extent of $290,000 per annum, 


| the Postmaster General comes forward and tells 
| us that that will not do; that the mail can be car- | 


ried much more expeditiously, safely, and surely 
in the old way, by railroad across the country. 
But we never slop to examine matters very care- 
fully when a job is wanted by any of these lobby 
men to whom I have referred. A job was wanted 
when this contract was entered into, and the mat- 
ter could not be delayed. It was not a question 
between us and the people, which we could argue 
a twelvemonth about, but it was between us and 
the gentleman behind the bar; and he informed us 
that he could not wait, and so we told him to take 
the money, and after he had got the money, the Post- 
master General comes out and says that it is alla 
mistake; that we do not want that line; that he can 
carry the mail much quicker, and much more 
safely, in the old way. But the job is out, and lL 
believe it is one that has been assigned. Why, 
sir, some of these jobs were rendered negotiable, 
and the probability is that they will before long 
attain the character of acirculating medium. An 
individual may get a contract to carry the mail, 
worth four or five hundred thousand dollars, and 


then go into the great money streets in New York | 


and hawk it about for sale. Here have been five 
contracts entered into for carrying our mails in 
steamships, and I believe that two or three con- 
tracts out of the five have been assigned. One was 
obtained by a gentleman living in Cincinnati, | be- 
heve, whose name is Sloo, who has assigned his 
contract. Another was obtained by a gentleman 
of the name of Harris, to carry the mail to Panama, 
I believe, and he, too, has assigned his contract. 

Mr. NILES, (in his seat.) All the contracts 
have been assigned to Mr. Collins. 

Mr. ALLEN. They have all been assigned, 
so that it isa mere matter of speculation to get 
these negotiable contracts through Congress, and 
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contracts have been entered into in four years to 
the amount of $1,334,000 per annum. P 

Mr. President, in this state of things, I think I 
nave said enough to make the local presses of this 
country, and the city presses likewise, if they mean 
to assert the rights of the people as well aa their 
own, put their members of Congress upon the 
alert, and make them curtail and retrench these 
external expenses, in order to enable us to curtail 
the internal expenses. If they want a free circu- 
lation, they must take hold of the subject. Two 
thousand newspapers, lifting up their votces to 
three millions of men in this country, will make 
themselves heard; if not so soon as those polished 
gentlemen behind our bars, they will still make 
themselves heard, and heard to some purpose too; 
for to every day there is a hereafter, and the member 
of Congress who will vote against the proposition 
I now make, and then turn round and vote to keep 
up these contracts, that nember, whoever he may 
be, will have to answer for his conduct at the great 
tribunal of the people. You vote to keep this 
heavy tax upon intelligence and upon the privilece 
of reading, and then you vote to squander our 
money to carry a few letters for the richest of our 
citizens—the great moneyed men of New York— 
who are better able to pay for any services re- 
quired than any other portion of the community, 
and who, if this system of jobbing had not been 

entered into, would have cheerfully paid for the 
ransportation of their letters. 

I will sfy, as an act of justiceo that body of 
wealthy, patriotic, and public-spirited men, the 
merchants of New York, and { might include the 
merchants of our other Atlantic cities, that | never 
heard any complaint from them beeause they had 
to pay for the transportation of their letters across 
the Atlantic. They would as soon have thought 
of calling upon the Government to contribute to 
defray the expenses attendant upon the transport- 
ation of their merchandise as the postage upon 
their letters. The merchants of New York would 
have scorned the baseness of such a job. ft waa 
incepted, matured, and accomplished by the job- 
bers. It was found that the Government and the « 
jobbers had a mutual interest in connecting the 
Post Office and Naval Departments. Either the 
Government wanted an excuse to augment the 
navy ina time of peace, in order to find cradles 
for the newborn nobility, or the jobbers wanted to 
connect the mail system with the defensive sys- 
tem, in order to get enormous jobs, and to make 
fortunes out of them. ‘This is the corrupting fea- 
ture of that Government which | consider by far the 
most odious in the world. The high aristocracy 
who wield the political power have also an inter- 
est coincident with the stock-jobbers, and there- 
fore these two classes, the high aristocratic and 
the stock-jobbing money power, have always 
united. 

Very well. A contract was wanted in New 
York, but the jobbers knew that it would not do 
to ask Mr. Mason to recommend that our navy 
should be increased; because our naval expendi- 
tures have already run up within the last fourteen 

_ years from four millions to nine millions of dollara 
| per annum, and that without ever firing a gun, 
except where there was the least occasion to fire 
one—at the battle of Vera Cruz. We have doubled 
our expenditures in that department, and they 
| knew that it would not do to ask for anything 
more in that quarter. It would have required too 
, much brass, too much hardihood of feature, to 
, come here and request the Government of the 
| United States to make any additions to that branch 
| of the service. Under such circumstances, they 
| applied first to the Postmaster General, who favored 
their scheme to a certain extent. A law was passed, 
|| and he made one contract, and there stopped. The 
| idea of the Postmaster General was, to hold some 
| little communication with the populous countries 
} of the Old World, from which many of our citizens 
| had’derived their origin. He established one line, 
| and then said, ** I am done.” At the next session 
|| Congress repealed the act; but, sir, it was like the 
| original sin. The first fall had left its bruise, which 
| continued to spread, although Congress repealed the 
_ act, and by the repeal denounced the system, and 
| determined to putanendtoit. lopposed thesysterm 
| when it was first started, and it met with opposi- 
| tion from other quarters; and Congress repented 
| the first law for the express purpose of preventing 
| it from growing into a system. But what signi- 
\| fied the intention of Congress? What signified the 
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opposition of the Postmaster General? Nothing 
whatever. When the Postmaster General declared 
himself in opposition to the scheme, the job was 
thrown out of the Post Oifice Department by its 
originators. They simply changed the venue. 

They went to the Navy Departinent, and they 
made the Secretary of th Navy believe that the 
post office system and the navy might be united 
upon the English plan, We have no newborn 
nobles here, sic; but we have a great many new- 
born millionaires, a great many young gentlemen 
who wish to live without labor; and it would be 
for them the most convenient thing in the world 
if they could create a partnership between the 
Government and the stock-jobbers, by getting an 
act passed authorizing the Secretary of the Navy 
to contract for carrying the mail, and leave the 
Postmaster General to stand off and look on. 
Well, sir, it took that chute, and then the whole 
flood opened, and then this thing which we struck 
at to prevent its becoming a sysiem, starts up into 
a system in another piace in the public service, 
and the nation is made to believe that their salva- 
tion depended upon the agency of the stock-job- 
bers in New York. 

Before that, we had heard that the navy was the 
great arm of the put lic detence. But all at once 
it wee found out, that unless the Government em- 
ployed these men to build vessels of a certain kind 
to carry the mails, and entered into arrangements 
with them, by which these vessels could be con- 
ney, into shis of war, 
we could not expect to cope with our enemies at 


verted, in case Y emery 


sea. it was necess iry to enter into some arrange- 
ment with these jobbers, by which these vesseis, 


after carryiug carvoes of flour and merchandise of 


all kinds for twenty years, until they had gone 


into decay, could be brought into the service of 


the navy; so that when, some fifteen or twenty 
years hence, it may be convenient for us to strete h 
our litte arm over to C anada, and her M: yesty 
Victoria the First shall send her fleet around bere 
to protect her possessions, in such an event we 
may be able to drive our enemies from our waters; 
and we have gone to the expense of $1,334,000 
per annam for fear such a contingency Mey arise. 
We have gone to this expense to do that which 
we have no constitutional power to do—to estab- 
lish mail reutes the world over, making disecrimi- 
nations between the ports of the United States, in 
express opposition to the Constitution. But what 
is the Constitution, when jobs are wanted? ‘hat 
will do asa barrier when appropriations are wWante d 
for the benefit of the people, but not when jobs 
are wanted as a matter of gentility Letween oilicers 
of the Government and gentlemen behind «the bar. 
Then, sir, no Constitution is known. Some time 
or other, this thing will be changed. [Several 
Senators here intimated to Mr. ALLEN that it was 
ume to adjourn. ] But, Mr. President, | fear I 
have detained the Senate too long al iready. I had 
no idea that I had been speaking for suc halength 
of tme. Though I have something more to say, 
I will not detain the Senate longer at this time, but 


1 will reserve what further | have to say for one of 


these jobs that are behind the bar. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, | will detain the 
Senate but for a few moments, as it 1s so late, but 
1 think it better that this matter should be closed up 
how. : 

Mr. DAYTON. If the Senator from Connecti- 
cut will give way, I will move an adjournment. 

Vir. NILES. Lhave buta few words to say, and 
I think they had better be said now. I have list- 
ened with greatinterestto the remarks of my friend 
from Ohio. I must say, however, that his argu- 
ments reminded me of an anecdote told of a certain 
lawy er, Who was in the habit of making very long 
and veryeuble arguments, like those of my friend. 
On a certain occasion the judge told him that, in- 
asmuch as the ume was precious, he hoped he 
would condense his arguments and be as brief a 
possible in his remarks. The law yer said certai: ily 
he would be very brief. He then began to address 
the court as follows: ‘* May it p lease your honor, 
before the foundation of the world there was a 
chaos, and I propose to trace down events from 
that time ull now, to illustrate my case, and then 
I shall begin it.”’ 

My friend did not go so far back as that, but he 
went back to ancient Greece and Rome, and pur- 
sued the thread of human events from that time to 
the formation of our Government to illustrate his 
case, and then started out on the platform of the 
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Constitution to udinied arguments from that high | | 


platform to establish the propriety of circulating 
newspapers within thirty miles of the office of pub- 
lication free of postage. His arguments have been 
pretty strong and pretty direct, and probably have 
curried conviction to the minds of Senators. If 
they have not, itis no fault of my friend. Iam 
not going to follow bis arguments in detail, but 
will reply to him in very few words. 

In the first place, he says we are spending a great 
deal of money for private individuals, and there- 
fore ought to carry the newspapers within certain 
distances free of postage. 
cludes the matter at tssue. I am greatly surprise “dd 
that my friend should object to these lines of mail 
steamers, for | think that | can demonstrate, that 
of all men in the Senate he ts preéminently re- 
sponsible for this whole legislation. It has all 
originated from his views and arguments in this 
body. ‘The gentleman views them as a part of 
the mail service. ‘They are intended to compose 
apart of the naval force of the country. They 
were established with that view. They belong to 
the Navy Department. ‘They were built in pur- 
suance of a polic y dictated by the war feeling. And 
who, | ask, has done most to get up this spirit of 
war in thise ountry? Who has talked loudest about 
humbling the pride of our old enemy—Englahd— 
and on her own element, too? Why » sir, a few 
years ago my friend made a speech two days in 
length, and it was an able speech too, and | list- 
ened to it with much attention, as | have to his 
speech to- day. It was upon the Oregon resolu- 
tions, and the great weight and object of his speech 
were to prove that we could crush England as 
easily as my friend could crush General Tom 
Thumb; that nothing could be easier; and that 
England would not dare to enter into a controversy 
with the United States single-handed. The gen- 
tleman undoubtedly produced a deep impression 
at that time upon the Senate and upon the country, 
and he told us that it was our first and highest 
duty tu prepare the hearts of the pe ople for war; > 
and out of that preparation have come these lines 
of mail steamers. We have been following up the 
doctrine and views of my friend, [laughter,] and 
have established these lines for mail and naval 
purposes. And now, he says that this is the busi- 
ness of jobbers. I hope there are no 
[Renewed laughter.] I 
hope there was no jobbing in this thing of pre- 
pi aring the hearts of the people for war. Jobs will 
srow out of wars, as they will out of all the opera- 
tions of Government. 


| ' 
Jobbers! 


jobbers in the Senate. 


But it was a great and elorious and patriotic 
purpose to carry out and fulfill the high destiny of 
this Re public, to annoy England, and to crush her 
upon her own element, [laughter]; and to do this, 
we have established these lines of steamers: fifteen, 
I believe, in all, have been built, but more are 
necessary for the great work marked out by the 
Senator from Ohio. More lines must be estab- 
lished in order to prepare the hearts of the people 
for war. But we have made a very handsome 
beginning, and now my friend turns round and 
says that this is the work of jobbers: I think my 
friend is not well posted up on this matter. Job- 
bers had nothing to do with the passage of this 
law. ‘The law was passed here in 1845, authorizing 
this mode of increasing our navy. My friend was 
here, and had he been opposed to the bill then, as 
he is now, we ought to have heard from him in 
Opposition to it. 

Mr. ALLEN. You did hear from me. The 
records will show that I struck this thing in its 


very inception, and denounced it as a violation of 


the Consutution in two respects. I will not go into 
this matter now. My speech, on that occasion, 
is recorded, and if Senators will take the trouble 
to examine the record they will see that my voice 
was then raised against this scheme. 

Mr. NILES. I think my friend alludes to 
another act—the act subsequent to that of 1845. 
I think the act of 1545 met with no opposition. 

Mr. ALLEN. | referred to the job-act. I op- 
posed the job, 

Mr. NILES. When the job came, my friend 
opposed it; but when the bill was before the Sen- 
ate, it received no opposition from any quarter. 
There were no jobbers here. The Postmaster 
General asked for propositions. He received sev- 


eral, and submitted the contracts to us for our con- | 


currence. 


I do not think that in- } 


Mr. ALLEN 5 (in his seat.) | opposed ever 
of them from beginning to end. 7am 

Mr. NILES. ‘These contracts have been j, 
duced into appropriation bills, and received ti 
sanction of both Houses of Congress. Tey | ; 
been considered as connected with the inteye — 
the Governmont tn many respects; especially with 
the naval and commercial interests. | will NOt 9 : 
further into this subject now, but I must say th 
I shall hold my friend from Ohio responsible 


s of 


for r 
the establishment of the lines of mail st amer 
He has thought proper to sneer at the small amoy,, 
of revenue derived from tfese steamers, | admit ' 


that it has been very inconsiderable. But I woy\y 
ask how much revenue has been derived {roy nth ts 
four public steamers that the gentieman fr OM Ohio 
proposed to have built, and which were buijr: 4 
think the revenue yielded by them has been ra 
meagre teo. 

In re spect to the argument of my friend, that this 
Government is bound to provide Post offices aid 
post roads to carry letters for the people, and that, 
Inasmuch as we must send the mails over the road s, 
we may just as well carry news spapers along as not, 

I will say, in the first place, that I do not koow 
that the Government is under any Obligation to 
maintain the postage system at all unless the pub- 
lic interests require it. Because a power is cop. 
ferred, is it necessary to exercise it?) The bank. 
rupt power is conferred, but itis seldom necessary 
to exercise it. We are not obliged to incur any 
expense unless the public interest demands it. [/, 
as the Senator says, we may carry papers free of 
charge, we may, on the same grounds, carry letters 
also free. Indeed, the argument in favor of carry- 
ing jetters free is stronger than that in favor of the 
newspapers; for the letters transported in the maiis 
constitute only ten per cent. of their whole weigix 
If there is any obligation in the case it must go to 
the benefit of the public generally, and if there is 
any exercise of power it must be independent of 
the citizens benefited by il, or else upon the prin- 
ciple that those who contribute to defray the ex- 
pense attendant upen its exercise are enttled to 
the benefits resulting from it; and in either case the 
principle applies to letters as weil as newspapers. 

The gentleman is mistaken altogether in his 
conclusions, if he is right in his premises. He 
says that we must keep up. these mail lines for 
carrying letters, and that, inasmuch as the mails 
must be sent over the routes, it will cost nothing 
to send the papers. ‘Thisis not true. ‘The news- 
papers constitute the great bulk of the mail; and 
although the same post offices and post routes 

| would “be kept up, and the same contractors re- 

| tained, still it is quite probabie that one-half of the 
expense would be saved if we should cease to 
carry the newspapers. 

, Some years ago it was found by actual experi- 
ment, our large post otlices having weighed all the 
matter passing through them for a given time, that 
the printed matter amounted to ninety per cent. of 
the whole mail. Does it cost nothing to carry 
ninety per cent. of the whole mail? IL would like 
to have the gentleman from Ohio tell me, if it costs 
nothing to carry ninety per cent. of the whole mail 

lon the. printed matter, how much it will cost to 
carey ten per cent. of the whole mail on the letters? 
The Assistant Postmaster General has told us, in 
his late report, that the department sustains a loss 
in the carriage of newspapers—that the expense 

“exceeds the revenue thirty-three and a third per 
cent. I think his estimate is lew. It is my opin- 

| lon that we get less than two-thirds of the expense 
on newspapers. 

| My friend has another argument. He says four 

| hundred thousand dollars wall be about the amount 
lust to the Post Office Department, by allowing 
these papers to cireulate free of charge. 1 think 
that is too high an estimate. It may be two hun- 
dred thousand dollars—it may be more; for a line 
covering a circuit of sixty miles from every news- 
paper ofiice would cover the whole United States 
several times over. ‘he Senator says that, by 
suffering these papers to go free, and giving up 

_ this portion of the revenue, we render a great ser- 
vice to the public without injuring or taxing any- 
body; and that this advantage is gained by the 
community, although it is not “lost by the Govern- 
ment. If this argument is a good one, it might 

| be made applicable to the whole post office system, 

' and we might carry all the newspapers and letters 
without any charge whatever, and thus render a 

still greater service to the country, although it 
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‘id involve a loss of four millions of revenue 
a e Government! But the Senator says, what 
a 1o the Government is gained by the people. 
, me ask him, how is the department to sustain 


8 


Let me 1, 0 3 ss 

-eelf ON this principle? Does not the Senator see 

that if the department cannot sustain itself, it 
ie 


must be sustained by the Government, and sus- 
ood by taxing the people in some other form? 
If this four hundred thousand dollars be taken 
fr m the treasury, it must be met, and who is to 
pay it? : ~ 
our principle of taxation, and without reference at 

| to any benefit we may have received from it 

individually ; and according to this principle you 

will, in the event of taking this four hundred | 
thousand dollars from the treasury, supply one 

man with a newspaper at the expense of another. 

| think this is suffic ient to show the injustice of 

this proposition, I will not go further into the 

discussion of this subject. 

| will say, however, that the expenses of the 
Post Office Department must be defrayed, and if 
they are not defrayed from its own revenue, they 
nust be defrayed from the treasury; and if you 
take off three or four hundred thousand dollars 
from its revenue, It will, of course, throw that 
amount on the treasury, to be paid by the whole 
neople of the United States, and that without any 
refi rence to the consideration whether the people 
have received any benefit from it or not. 

Mr. NILES here gave way without finishing, 
at the suggestion of Mr. DICKINSON, to a mo- 
tion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 24, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. NICOLL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to allow him to offer the following res- 


olution; which, being objected to, was not re- | 


ceived: 

Resolved by the Senate end House of Representatives of the 
United Stutes of merica in Congress ussembled, ‘That the 
Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, authorized to de 
liver tothe Free Academy of the city of New York copies 
of allsuch public documents as are now authorized by law 
to be distributed among the universities and colleges of the 
United States. 


At the suggestion of Mr. THOMPSON, of 
Pennsylvania, by general consent, the House pro- 
ceeded to take up and refer the business, &c., on 
the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
communications, viz: 

[. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report made by the Hon. Thomas 
O, Edwards, (who was appointed for the service 
by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury,) of the results 
of an examination, extending through a period of 
five weeks, made by him at the ports of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, into the 
practical operation and efiect of the act passed at 
the last session of Congress for the prevention of 
the importation of spurious and adulterated drugs 
and medicines; which letter and report were laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 
mquire into the expediency of printing an extra number ot 
copics of said report, &e. 

Il. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
nitting, in compliance with the acts of April 2lst, 
1808, and. March 3d, 1809, statements showing 
what contracts have been made by the War De- 
partment during the year 1848; which letter and 
statements were laid upon the table, and ordered to 
be printed, 


The SPEAKER presented a communication from 


the Mayor of the city of Brooklyn, in the State of 
New York, inclosing. a preamble and resolution 
of the Common Council of said city, in relation to 
the establishment of a branch mint at that place; 
which communication and preamble and resolu- 
tion were laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr, FEATHERSTON asked leave to introduce | 
a bill to provide for reclaiming the swamp lands | 


of Mississippi. 
Mr. GRINNELL , objected, and called for the 


regular order of business—the reception of reports. | 


The committees, he said, had not been called in 
several days. He, however, waived his objection, 
at the request of 


We all contribute to pay it, according to _ 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr, FICKLIN, who, by general consent, pre- 


sented concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of [linois, instructing their Senators and 
requesting their Representatives to use their exer- 
tions to procure the passage of such laws for the 
government of the Territories acquired by the Uni- 
ted States from Mexico, as shall prohibit * slavery 
or involuntary servitude in said ‘Territories, other- 
wise than in the punishment of crimes whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted;”? which 
resolutions were Jaid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked leave to in- 
troduce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given. 


Mr. GRINNELL renewed his objection, and 


his call for the regular order of business. 


The SPEAKEK announced, as the business first 
in order, the motion made on the 17th instant by 
Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, to commit to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole the bill for the relief of Rob- 
ert Roberts, and the amendment reported thereto 
by the Committee on Claims, under instructions of 
the House of January 23, le4s. 

The question was stated on the said motion, and 
being put, it was agreed to. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Conimittee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
petition of S. ‘I’. Nicoll & Co., of New York, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Solomon ‘T. Nicoll 
and James Clinch, of the city of New York, ac- 
companied by a report in writing; which bill was 
read twice, committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day tor to- 
morrow, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecti- 
cut, from the Committee on Claims, to which was 
referred the memorial of of Crawford 
county, Illinois, in behalf of Delilah Pearson, the 
said committee were discharged from the consid- 
eration thereof, and the said memorial laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred-the petition of Polly Carver, 
executrix of Nathan Carver, made a report there- 
on, accompanied by a bill for her reli@f; which was 


citizens 


| committed to a committee of the Whole House, 


and made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
the said bill and report were ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. THOMAS, from the same 


| committee, to which was referred the petition of 
| Edward L. Poor and Richards & Van Wart, the 


said committee were discharged from the consid- 
eration thereof, and the gaid peutions were laid 


upon the table. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee on Claims, 

to which was referred the petition of Peter A. 

Carnes, made an adverse report thereon; which 

was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NELSON, from the same committee, to 

| which was referred the petitions of Sayles J. Bowen 
and Washington 8. Beber, made reports thereon, 

accompanied by a bill for the relief of Sayles J. 

Bowen, and a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 

sentatives of Washington S. Beber; which said 

bills were committed to a Committee of the Whole 

House, and made the order of the day for to-mor- 

row, and the bills and reports ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee, 

to whom was referred the petition of William B. 

Crews, made a report thereon, accompanied by a 

bill for his relief; which was read twice, committed 

| to a Committee of the Whole House, made the 
| order of the day for to-morrow, and the bill and 


| report ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FLOURNOY also, from the same commit- 

| tee, to whom was referred the petition of Major E. 

H. Fitzgerald, United States army, made a report 

| thereon, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 

was read twice, committed to a Committee of the 

Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. CROWELL, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Samuel 
Reed; and that said petition be referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petitions of Lieutenant 
Colonel R. E. De Russy and J. R. Callahan and 
|| others, made adverse reports thereon; which were 
'| laid on the taBle, and ordered to be printed. 
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On motion of Mr. HUNT, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
from the turther consideration Of Ube petition of citizens of 
Eastport, Maine, for addvtional appropriations tor building a 
custom-house atthat place; and that the said petition be laid 
upon the table. 
REVENUE 
Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to extend the revenue laws 
of the United States over the Territory and waters 
of Upper California, and to create a collection dis- 
trict therein; which bil was read twice. 
Mr. HUNT said he was instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to move that the bill be en- 
grossed and put upon its passage at this time. A 
brief reference to the present condition of our com- 
mercial interests in California would, he thought, 
convince the Elouse of the importance of extend- 
ing our revenue laws over that country atthe pres- 
ent session. ‘Till within a recent period, duties on 
foreign imports have been collected by our officers 
there, under the military orders issue dby the Pres- 
ident during the progress of the war. ‘The system 
of military collections had been continued for some 
months after the ratification of the we aly of peace, 
This course of proceeding was so obviously un- 
authorized, the Secretary of the ‘Treasury thought 
it his duty to issue a circular letter to officers of 
the customs, ou the 24th of October last, staung 
that California “is not brought by law within the 
limits of any collection district, nor bas Congress 
authorized the appomtment of apy ollicers to col- 
lect the revenue,’*&c. Under these circumstan- 
ces, the Secretary states that ‘the department is 
unable to collect the duties accruing On Importa- 
uuons from foreign countries into Calitornia.’’ This 
treasury circular has been sent by the War De- 
partment to our officers in California, with instruc- 
tions to discontinue the collection of duties. tis 
presumed that the new orders have been received 
there before the present time, and that all foreign 
imports are now admitted free of duty. As the 
case stands, no revenue can be collected until Con- 
gress sball have legislated on the subject. Duties 
cannot, and ought not to be exacted without some 
legal authority. But the present state of things 
ought not to be continued. It will be recollected 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to the extension of our revenue laws over Califor- 
nia was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
After considering the subject, the committee are of 
opinion that the public mterests demand prompt 
legislation to protect our commerce in that quarter, 
They had instructed him to report the present 
bill to extgnd our revenue laws over Calilernia, 
and provide for the appointment of officers for that 
purpose. 

It was believed that Congress might legislate to 
this extent without raising any of the questions 
which embarrass and may defeat the passage of a 
bill to organize a territorial government. It was 
not necessary for him to express an opinion of the 
probability of passing a territorial bill at the pres- 
ent session. All will admit that it is very doubt- 
ful, if not improbable. It is enough that there 
may be a delay of one or two years or more in the 
settlement of that question. While this question 
is in suspense, strong considerations may be urged 
in favor of enforcing the revenue laws. The 
interests of the ‘treasury require it. The protec- 
tion of our commercial interests require it. Jus- 
tice to our own merchants demands at least that 
they should be placed on as favorable a footing as 
the foreign importer. The American merchant 
who makes a shipment from New York or other 
Atiantic ports is subject to the payment of duty 
on that portion of his cargo consisting of foreign 
goods. A most unjust advantage will be given to 
the British or other foreign importer so long as he 

| is permitted to enter his goods duty free. Justice 
to our own citizens, the protection of our commer- 
cial interests, the protection of the revenue, call 

| for prompt action. From this view of the subject, 
the committee had adopted the present bill, and 
instructed him to ask that it may receive early and 
favorable consideration. It will be perceived, that 
the bil] is confined to the single subject of revenue, 
and leaves al] other questions untouched. It ex- 
tends the revenue laws over California, erects the 
Territory into a collection district, creates a port 
of entry at San Francisco, and authorizes the ap- 
pointment ofa collector there. It declares Mon- 
terey, San Diego, and the head of the California 

| Gulf, ports of delivery, and provides for deputy 
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collectors to enforce the law at those points. The 
Secretary of the Treasury had recommended a 
division of the territory into three collection dis- 
tricts, but the committee deemed it preferable, 
until more perfect information shall be obtained, 
to create a single port of entry, with ports of de- 
livery at conventent points, The bill was intended 
as & temporay measure, to guard the revenue and 
protect the American merchant unl a more per- 
fect system shall be devised. Aftera territorial 
government shall have been established, further 
and more complete legislation will be required, 
adapted to the progress and condition of the coun- 
try. 

‘Mr. PETTIT inquired by what means the rev- 
enue law will be enforced in case of controversy? 

Mr. HUNT replied. The fourth section of the 
bill provides that the district court of Louisiana 
and the supreme court of Oregon, shail have juris- 
diction of all cases’ arising ander the revenue 
law in California, until farther provision is made 
by law. It may be said this is a difficult and im- 
convement remedy. He admitted it. But it 1s 
necessary that jurisdiction should exist somewhere, 
and, until courts are created in California, the 
courts of Louisiana and Oregon seem to present 
the only alternative. It is a sufficient answer to 
all objections on the ground of inconvenience, that 
the present bill is intended as a temporary meas- 
ure, to continue till the subject can be regulated by 
final legislation. We propose only to protect our 
public mterests for the time being. 

it will be observed, that the last section provides 
that the bill shall take effect on the 10th of March 
next. ‘This section had been added by the unan- 
mous direction of the committee. They have 
taken it for granted that it will be more satisfac- 
tory to the House, if not more agreeable to the 
present Executive, to commit the new Territories, 
and all questions affecting their regulation, to the 
in-coming Administration. It 1s impossible that 
the present Administration shall carry any terri- 
torial measure into effect during the short remain- 
der of its term, Congress may legislate, but it will 
be impossible to appoint officers and introduce a 
system of laws into California before the 4th of 
March. The whole subject of territorial regula- 
tion and policy must pass over to the next Admin- 
istration. Such were the views of the committee, 
and it was for the House to exercise its pleasure. 
He hoped the bill might, by general consent, be 
taken up and acted on without delay. Our com- 
merce with California has assumed a new and 
unexpected degree of importance. The discovery 
of mineral treasures has civen anew a@npetus to 
trade and emigration, and interests are arising in 
that quarter which deserve the favorable care and 
attention of the Government. 

Mr. H. moved that the bill be engrossed, and 
ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. PETTIT said he had not risen to discuss 


this bill to any extent, but only to suggest that if 


the operation of this bill were to be put off unul 
the 10th March next, there could certainly be no 
great necessity for hurrying it through the House 
without reference or printing. 

He moved the reference of the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
that it be printed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND suggested to the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Hunt] the propriety 
of letting this bill lie over on the Speaker’s table, 
and be printed. It was a bill of great importance, 
as the gentleman from New York had remarked; 
but it struck him that it contained some objection- 
able features. It was a bill of very great import- 
ance, and a bill connected with other subjects 
which were before the House for considerauon. 
It struck him that the bill ought not to be passed 
hastily by the House; and that it would be well 
to consider this in connection with all other bills 
which have relation to the Territory of California. 
He was not for acting upon one of these bills with- 
out reference to the other bills that ought to be 
passed in regard to that Territory. He thought 
they ought to pass them all at,this session; but to 
pass one and not others—and such a bill as this, 
without consideration of its merits—he was en- 
tirely opposed to it. He therefore suggested to the 
genteman from New York to defer action upon 
the bill; to let it he over upon the Speaker’s tavie, 
and let it be printed, so as to give every gentleman 
the opportunity to examine it for himself. Other- 


wise, he (Mr. McC.) should vote for the motion | willing to take away any inducements from the | 


of the gentleman from Indiana to refer it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. VINTON inquired whether, if the House 
were now to resolve itself into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, this bill would 
not be the first subject up when the committees 
should be agai called for reports ? 

‘The SPEAKER said, that the bill in that case 
would go on the Speaker’s table, to be taken up 
in the order of bills on their third reading. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND suggested to Mr. Vinton 
to move that the bill be printed. 

‘The SPEAKER said that a motion was pend- 
ing that the bill be relerred to the Conimittee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and that it be 
printed, ‘The suggestion of the gentleman trom 
Miciigan [Mr. McCrettanp) might be carried 
out by a mouon that the turther considerauon of 
the bill be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. HUN'T said, that if it was desired to ex- 
amine the provisions of the bill further, he was 
willing that it should be passed over on the ques- 
lion of engrossment, and that in the mewn Une it 
should te printed, with the understanding that it 
should be taken up and passed on at an early day. 

Mr. PETIT objected to any such understand- 
ing. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, said it appeared to 


| him that the proposition to pass this vill at this 


time Was One of tbe most extraordinary that bad 
ever been submitted to the consideration of Con- 
gress. Congress had refused to give to the people 


| of California the protection of a government; it 


had refused to give to them the benefit of our laws. 


Whhiist they had Jett that people unprotected, un- , 


provided for, uncared for, a proposiuon was litro- 
duced here to tax them, in order to bring money 
mto our treasury, Whilst they rematmed without 
the protecuon of a government. Was such a 
proposition ever presented to the American Con- 
gress? He had never heard of such aone. He 
presumed that no gentleman had ever dreamed of 
extending our revenue laws over Oregon, unula 
government had been provided for that ‘Territory. 
No; these people were left to enjoy the benetiis of 
free trade, or of such other laws as they chose to 
impose, untleCongress extended to them the bene- 
fits of a territorial government. But now, forsooth, 
because some of the merchants, some of the manu- 
facturers, some gentlemen from New York or bos- 
ton found that probably they might speculate a 
little in California, if foreign goods were subjected 
to a high duty, they came in here, and, in viola- 
tion of all principle, of all right, and of all justice, 
asked Congress to tax these people, before secu- 
ring to them those benetits and that protection 
which it was the duty of Congress to extend to 
them. 

tle considered the remark made by the gentle- 
man from New York, | Mir. Hunv,] that the present 
Administrauou probably desired Unat these matters 
should go over to the next Administration, as ex- 
ceedingly gratuitous, and exceedingly unfounded 
in fact. It had been the constant effort of the 
present Administration to establish a territorial 
government, not only over California, but over all 
other territories which required the protection of 
thisGovernment. At the last session of Congress, 
a bill for this purpose was introduced and passed 
the Senate, and would doubtless have passed this 
House, if gentlemen on the other side had been as 
sager then to settle the matter as they appeared to 
be now. 

For his own part, he was willing to extend the 
revenue laws over California, just as he was 
willing that they should be extended over any 
other portion of the country. But he was unwill- 
ing to do it until a government had been given to 
the people of that ‘lerritory. This was a matter 
in which not a part only of the people were inter- 
ested. All were interested in it. Gentlemen, 
probably, from the commercial parts of the country 
were interested in having a tarif of duties estab- 
lished in the ports of Calirornia. ‘lhe people from 
the western country were now pouring forth their 
tens of thousands of emigrants into that Territory, 
and were interested in having a territorial govern- 
ment. He represented a portion of the Confeder- 
acy from which these people went; and he was 
unwilling that they should be taxed for the benefit 
of a poruon of the citizens of the Union, whilst the 
people were left without the protection of those 
laws which ought to be passed. ,He was not 
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_ hoped the proposition of the gentleman from Np 


, must be blind to the signs of the times here , 
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people of the North and East to pass a terry, 
bill by giving them, for their own benefit, » a 
ure such as that now proposed, and thus aa 
feared would be the case, make them indiffer nt 
the establishment of a territorial government oe 
wished to hold them in their present situation : 
that he might have their votes in favor of » ,, 
torial bill. He hoped, therefore, that the 
of the gentleman from Indiana {Mr. 
would prevail, and that the bill would be referr 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of ty 
Union. ‘ 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said th 


as he 


» 80 
a terry. 


moty 
n 
Perry} 


at he 


York (Mr. Hunt] would be adopted. [He ale 


curred in the opinion which had been EX pressed 
that territorial governments should be established 
over New Mexico and California. He participated 
to the fullest extent in the opinion whieh other 
gentlemen entertained on that point. He felt the 
necessity of legislation of that kind; but that » ‘Nn 


Viig 


thought that anything of the sort was to be ary om. 
plished during the remnant of the present peehit te 
He did not think that there were a dozen mem)erg 
on this floor whe calculated that any territorial hil 
could be passed which would become a law ip a. 
lation to either of these territories, 

If this could not be done, what was the ney 
duty of this House* Certainly, in his Opinion, 
it was to protect the revenue of the Governmen;, 
Was Congress to adjourn, and permit the people 
from all parts of the world to introduce merehay. 
dize into the territories of the United States wii). 
out paying anything into the national treasury? 
Was Congress to give to foreigners advantaves 
over our Own citizens In Our Own territories? Was 
acargo from the port of New York, which had 
once paid duties, to go to the ports of California, and 
compete at adisadvantage with a cargo from Liver. 
pool,or any foreign port, which had not paid duty? 
Wasthis what gentlemen called justice either to our 
own citizens or to the Government of the United 
States? Let not gentlemen tell as that the Govern- 
ment was in debt, and yet refuse to legislate ona 
subject of this sort, whereby the revenue of the 
Government might be increased. 

The reason which the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Hatt] had assigned for his opposition to this 
bill, that he would not destroy some of the induce- 
ments to pass the territorial bill, might have plau- 
sibility, but it had no force in it. Weigh the 
advantages and the disadvantages of the argument, 
Let this measure of revenue be postponed for two 
or three sessions. During that time we were to 
receive no revenue. In the mean time, the popu- 
lation of the country would be increasing with 
great rapidity, thereby increasing the necessity for 
importation. How much revenue would thus be 
lost to the Government? And what disadvantages 
would result to the people of the United States? 
It seemed to him that if the advantages and the 
disadvantages of this course were weighed against 
each other, gentlemen could not be long in de- 
ciding on which side the preponderance would be. 


| He was in favor of legislating to-day. The bill 


might not be perfect: he did not think that it was. 
There yet remained only something over thirty 
days of the session. Let the bill go on the calen- 
dar, according to the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Perrit,]| and that would be the 
last of it. Refer it to a committee, do anything 
with it other than what the gentleman from New 
York (Mr Hunt] suggested, and it would be equiva- 
lent to the destruction of the bill. 

The remark with which the gentleman from [n- 
diana prefaced his motion showed that he thought 
that Congress should adjourn without legislation. 
He (Mr. B.) was not of that opinion. He was in 
favor of legislating; he was in favor of giving to 
our own citizens an equal clrance with the citizens 
of foreign countries. 

Mr. STEPHENS said, for himself, he was not 
so anxious, as gentlemen on the other side of the 
House might suppose, to-have territorial goyern- 
ments established in California and New Mexico. 
One gentleman had said, that gentlemen on this 
side appeared very anxious for the establishment 
of these territorial governments. “Such was not 
his feeling. He spoke for himself only. He did 
not care if there were no territorial governments 
established there this year, next year, or ever. He 
did not believe that it ever entered into the brains 
of the framers of the Constitution of the United 
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- to authorize Congress to establish such ter- 


Sates = 
torial provisional sovernments atall. l’or him- 


seit, he said he had never yet given a vote recog- 
nizing 1b as the business of this country to establish 
such vovernments; and as for these countries, which 
were not yet paid for, he should not vote one single 
dollar for such an object. He spoke for himself 


ony. 


efore the late treaty with Mexico, Mr. Polk 
had assumed to establish governments for these 
Territories, which, by some sort of doctrine ot de 
facto, We are told are sull in existence. Whether 
‘hese governments were good ones or not, he did 
not know; but of one thing he was satisfied: they 
were made without proper and consutuuional au- 
thority. ‘he President, however, and his triends, 
ought not to complain of them. if they are not 
good ones, he alone Is lo blame for it; for he 
had hisown way in making them. Nevertheless, 
if the people of those countries chose to acquiesce 
in the government thus furnished them, or to make 
a better lt was a matter of their own concern, and 


not his. 


He considered it a matter of very little import- | 


ance whether the revenue laws of the United States 


be extended over that country or not. At the same | 


time, he could not See why the. free-trade gentle- 
men should be anxious for the extension of revenue 


laws. But he did not intend to argue the question 


atthistime. He barely desired to say to the House | 


and the country, that he, for one, telt no anxiety 


at all avout the erection of territorial governments | 


in either of those countries. ‘The President of the 
United States had told us that he had set up gov- 


ernments there, under the ‘*laws of nations and the | 


rivts of war;’? and he, for one, was willing to 
allow them to go on, **under the laws of nations 
and the rights of war,’’ til they were ured of it, 
or of themselves should make another more com- 
patible with their liking. 


He had considered the whole policy of these | 
conquests not only at war with the principles of | 


our own Constituuon, but calculated to endanger 
the harmony and peace of the union of these States. 
And he now gave notice that he should not vote 
for this bill, orany bill countenancing or confirming 


these conquests, until the vexed question growing | 


out of them should be sausfactorily settled. Tie 


should not vote for a dollar to pay for them untul | 


such adjustment should be made. 


Mr. MORSE next obtained the floor, but gave || 


way for 


Mr. HUNT, to say, that as there seemed to be | 


a general desire further to examine the provisions 


of the bill before it should Le acted on, he was | 


williag to propose that it be passed over, upon 
the question of engrossment, and remain in the 
order of business on the Speaker’s table; and, in 
the mean time, that the bill be printed. 

Mr. MORSE then proceeded. He considered 
this a novel question, involving a matter of some 
importance, and that it was right and proper that 
every bill involving such a novel question should 
be submitted to the Commitiee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union and printed, in order that 


, much hay or corn. 
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gentleman from Louisiana that he did not prefer 
against the Executive the charge to which he now 
alluded. His remarks were confined strictly to 
the matter before the House. He had alluded to 
but one of the many anc enormous abuses of 
power. ‘The gentleman from Louisiana was now 
discussing another. 

Mr. MORSE continued. He understood the gen- 
Ueman. Although he did not refer to the exacuion 
of military contributions, he did refer to the es- 
tablishment of a temporary milllary government, 
and characterized it as a usurpauon. All the 
action of the House which had been taken in re- 
lation to this matter of the establishment of mili- 
tary government in these territories, and all the 
Importance which bad been given to it by the ap- 
polntment of a committee to consider and report 
upon it, he (Mr. M.) considered to be one of the 
most miserable humbugs that had ever occupied 
the attention of the National Legislature of this 
country. ‘The Congress of the United States de- 
clared war against Mexico, without ove single 
Stipulation as to the manner ia which the Execu- 


| live should proceed, or the means by which the 


war should be conducted. Lut they put sixteen 
millions of dollars at his disposal for the purpose, 
and, in addition to tais sum, as much as he might 
be able to collect. ‘The President proceeded, how- 
ever, to take possession of important ports on the 
Mexican seaboard, and finding there the means of 
paying his men, he took possession of the money 
just as rightfully as though he had found it in the 
hands of the enemy, and taken possession of so 
But the idea seemed to be en- 
tertained by some gentlemen, that wherever the 
arms of thi@ountry triumphed over the powers of 
Mexico, they carried all the laws of this country 
along with them, and that whatever the Executive 
might notdo there by virtue of his right de jure, 
he might not do by virtue of his right de facto, but 
that he must suspend action, and suffer a suspen- 
sion of operations ull the things proposed to be 
done there might be discussed and decided by 
Congress. He hoped the committee charged with 
this subject would make their report to the House. 
He wanted to have its whole merits properly dis- 
cussed; for he did think the principie contended 
for by gentlemen on the opposite side could not 
be sustained unless the laws of nations were 
abrogated or wholly disregarded in the case. If 
gentlemen wapted opimions upon this subject, all 
the writers upon consuituuonal law, where they 
treat of the nights of military men, would tell them 
that the right of a conquering military commander 


to harass the enemy by destroying or taking pos- 
session of his money, provisions, and everything | 


|| belonging to the enemy which he could lay his 


every member might have opportunity to examine || 


u 


Ifhe recollected aright, one of the questions out 
of which arose the revolutionary contest of this 


| power. 
| put this money into his own pocket, perhaps some 


hands upon, was never questioned by any eivilized 
If gentlemen thought the President had 


inquiry of the kind which the House had deter- 
mined upon would be very proper. But the Pres- 
ident had done what every military commander 
was bound to do in such a case, and no more—— 

The SPEAKER interrupted here, to remind the 
gentleman from Louisiana that the rules required 


| him to confine his remarks to the subject of the 


country was the assumption of the power, on the | 
part of the English Government, to tax the colo- | 


nies, 
penses of her own establishments; but, because 


she refused to these colonies the right of represent- | 


ation, they rebelled. But here, from what he could 
gather from the reading of the bill, it was proposed, 
not only not to allow to these Territories the right 
of representation, but to compel them to bear a 
partin the support of the Government of this coun- 
try by taxing their imports. 


He desired, however, to express no hostility to | 
the billy for it evidently involved a question of 
grave importance. He desired to make one remark 


in reply to the gentleman from Georgia, |Mr. Srz- 
PHENS,| who seemed to think that the Executive 


had transcended his authority in the administra- | 
If the gen- | 
tleman alluded to the special message of the Pres- | 
ident, he desired now to say a single word, which | 


tion of affairs in the new Territories. 


he was prevented from saying when that subject 
was before the House. ‘lhe right of the Chief 


The English Government paid all the ex- | 


Magistrate to levy contributions for the support of || 


the army was a right—— 
Mr. STEPHENS interrupted, to say to the 





| 


bill—the extension of the revenue laws. 

Mr. MORSE replied, that, as an humble sup- 
porter of the Administration now about to expire, 
as well as of the Mexican war—so just in its in- 
ception, and so honorable and glorious in its termi- 


| nation—he could not permit an attack to be made 
| upon that war, or the manner of conducting it, 


without some feeling which impelled him to reply. 


| But as the gentleman took good care not to partic- 


ularize any of the monstrous usurpations to which 
he alluded, he could not insist upon being heard 
any farther. 

_Mr. ROOT now addressed the Speaker, and de- 
sired to know what was the question before the 
House ? 


DP SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the 
ill. 


And the bill having been read through— 
Mr. ROOT desired to know whether there was 


not a mouon pending to refer the bill to ie Com- 


mittee of the Whole, and to print? 

The SPEAKER. To the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Perrir.} 

Mr. HUNT interposed, to say that he desired to 
make a motion to dispense with the further consid- 
eration of the bill till Monday, and to print. 


onthe motion of the gentleman from Indiana. 
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Mr. ROOT preferred to say what he had to say 
lie 
was surprised that the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Hunt} should think of bringing in a bill of 


this character, and expect to succeed in this House 
with it, or indeed with any subject of legislation 
in relation to California, without another propost- 
tion which seemed to have been forgotten. He did 
not mean to underrate the revenue laws at all, 
supposed that no people could feel that they were 
governed, unless they were taxed. Taxation was 
one of the first blessings of government. 
believed that there was no more important matter 
in relation to our legislation for the territogies at 
the present than that to which he had alluded, 


He 


But he 


He trusted that no bill having relation to this sub- 


ject could pass the House without a provision 


something hke this: that in all these territories 
**there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of crime.” 
He cared not whether the bill had respect to the 
custom-houses or anything else—his range of in- 
difference was quite as wide as that of the gentle- 
man from Georgia. He could not see how the 
gentleman from New York ever got it into his head 
that he could get such a bill through without the 
Wilmot proviso. He did not believe the gentleman 
would gain any time by getting his bill upon the 
Speaker’s table; for we were now within sight of 
the Territorial bill, which would have to be dis- 
cussed first, and would supersede the necessity of 
this bill altogether. He had no desire merely to 
cut off discussion; but in order to test at once the 
sen e of the House upon the question of reference, 
he called for the previous question; but gave way 
for a word of explanation from 

Mr. HILLIARD, who said his mind upon this 
subject was entirely made up; the conclusion to 
which he had come was strong, clear, and unchange- 
able. There was avery wide difference between our 
present relations to those newly-acquired ‘Territo- 
ries and those which existed before the late treaty 
with Mexico was ratified. In full view of the old 
republican doctrine of the right of the House of 
Representatives to participate with the other 
branches of the Government in the negotiation of 
treaties, at least in their ratification, by granting 
or withholding the appropriations essential to their 
perfection, and with his habitual respect for the 
opinions of the gentleman from Georgia, |Mr. 
Srepnens,| he did not hesitate to express his 
readiness to carry out the terms of the treaty lately 
concluded with Mexico, by voting for the appro- 
priation necessary to meet its provisions, and to 
do whatever else might be proper to seeure this 
vast acquisition of territory to our country, if it 
could be done upon terms alike honorable to the 
North and the South—terms not dictated by fanat- 
icism, with a view to the aggrandizement of one 
section of the Union at the expense of another. 
If this interest could be secured without any com- 
promise of right, of principle, or of honor, the 
desire which he felt for the advancement of the 
prosperity and the glory of the country decided 
ies at once to favor the acquisition of this vast 
region, abounding in mineral wealth, fronting 
Asia, and inviting, with its fine harbors, a large 
and profitable commerce. Opposed as he had been 
to the acquisition of territory as a condition of 
peace while we were making war upon a feeble 
people, it was necessary now to view this question 
under its new aspect, and to treat it as a great 
national question. He considered this territory, 
torn as it was forever from Mexico, as a treasure 
not to be thrown away lightly. 

He proceeded to say, that even if injustice were 
contemplated against the South, he would not in- 
dulge in any threatening language, but would atill 
invoke the generous feeling of the whole country 


_ against the pernicious influence of a legislation for 
| the benefit of one portion of the Union at the ex- 
| pense of another. 


When the southern States came into the Union, 
they came in with certain rights which were fully 
guarantied by the Constitution; and speaking as 
a single southern man acquainted with the spirit 
of the ‘people from whom he came, he gave it as 
his judgment, that they would be unwilling to 


| suffer any infraction of those rights. He believed 
| they would stand by all the institutions of the 


country, but they would insist that no change 


| should be made in their relation to this Confed- 


eracy. Alabama could never consent to hold any 


| other than an equal rank as a sovereign member 
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of this glorious Confederacy; and her people must 
enjoy all their rights in their fullest extent. In 
this way the good feeling which brought these 
States into a Mederal Union might be preserved. 
It should be cultivated on all sides; it was the 
strongest bond of the Union. But when this feel- 
ing could become so much a matter of jest as it 
was made by the gentieman from Ohio in the re- 
marks just submitted—when he, with unflagging 
zeal, persisted in his purpose of rallying every 
other section against the South—when he even 
taunted the country with the declaration that no 
government of any ce scription whatever would be 


organjzed for the protection of our new ‘Territo- 
ries without contuning in it the unjust and odious 
feature known as the ** Walmot proviso,” —he 
felt it to be his duty, as a member of this Llouse, 
to say, thatsuch legislation could result in nothing 
else than the disturbance of the tranquillity of the 
country, and the destruction of that traternal feel- 
ing which now existed and ought forever to exist. 
if the South were not to be Permit d to enter this 
territory acquired by the joint valor and treasure 
of the whole country, without relinquishing the 
rights with which they came into the Confederacy, 
this must ensue. e 

Vir. GRINNELL now rose to order. Tle asked 
what relation this discussion could have to the 
matter before the House? 

Mr. HILLIARD. Why not interrupt the gen- 
tleman from Ohio? 

Mr. GRINNELL. I wish to cet forward with 
business. [must insist upon the rules. 

Mr. HILLIARD. But questions may arise 
someimes which are above all ordinary rules. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that a 
strict conformity to the rules would not allow of 
the latitude which had been taken in this debate. 

Mr. ROOT resumed. 
have interrupted the remarks vy the gentleman from 
Alabama, though he did not complain of the course 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts! The gentle- 
man from Alubama had said he certainly did not 
intend anything menacing ;and such a thing, he con- 
sidered, would befitthatventleman aboutas littleas 
it would become him (Mr. R.) to be affected by it. 
With all respect to that gentleman, he desired to say, 
that if there was anything in connection with this 
subject move ridiculous than the threats themselves, 
it was the alarm which might be raised on account 
of them. ble insisted, besides this, that he had 
said nothing to provoke threats. He had merely 
said, that he was in favor of the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana; that the bill was impertect, 
in his judgment, and if we were to pass any law 
with reference to California, he had a more essen- 
tial provision to propose than any which it now 
contained. ‘That was about the substance of what 
he had said. 

Afier afew further remarks, (not clearky under- 
stood,). he asked for the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. Will the gentieman with- 
draw the call? 

Mr. ROOT. The gentleman from Tennessee will 
excuse me, When | tell him I have already ex- 
tended that courtesy about as far as is consistent. 

Mr. HUNT asked the Chair if a motion to post- 
pone ull Monday would be in order? 

The SPEAKER replied, if the previous ques- 
tion should not be sustained, that would be in order. 

But the previous quesuon was susiained, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. PETTIT demanded the yeas and nays; but 
immediately withdrew it. 


Mr. CUMMINS asked for a division of the | 


question; first, on the motion to commit, and sec- 
ondly, on the motion to print. 

And it was ordered. 

The question was then taken on the first branch 
of the motion, and decided in the aflirmiative. 

And the question was taken on the second 
branch, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DUER moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the bill had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


tie would not, he said, occupy the attention of 


the House more than three or four minutes. He 
wished to say for himself, that in the general spirit 
of the remarks of the gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. Srernens,} he (Mr. D.) heartily concurred. 
He did not mean to go so faF as to say that he 


He would not himself 


would not vote for an appropriation of money to 
Mexico according to the terms of the treaty, be- 
eause he thought that that did not necessarily 
involve the recognition of the treaty, and certainly 
not any recognition of that part of it by which 
territory was acquired, ‘The appropriation might 
be necessary on other grounds—as of justice to 
Mexico. 

But he was not prepared to vote for any bill to 
recognize this territory as a part of the territory of 
the United States. He would not vote for w— 
first, because he was not under any constitu- 
tional obligation to do so, and second, because he 
did not believe that the President of the United 
States and Senate alone could bring territory into 
this Union. Congress only could do it. And he 
belheved that Congress had a discretion on that 
point, notwithstanding the conclusion of the treaty. 

Like the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr, Hit- 
Lianp,} he would be willing and glad to have this 
territory; but if he beheved that its acquisition 
was to endanger the Union, he was opposed to it. 
He believed that even if there were a constitu- 
tional obligation upon Congress to recognize this 
treaty, he would, in the face of the Constitution, 
refuse to recognize it, if he thought that the result 
would be to dissolve the Union, and thereby de- 
stroy the whole Constitution. He should hold him- 
self justified, under the oath he had taken, to pre- 
serve the Union as it now existed, rather than dis- 
solve the Union byivoting to bring in this territory. 

Hitherto, the Whig party had united on the 
ground of opposition to the acquisition of this ter- 
ritory; they had united on that ground as friends 
of the Union, notwithstanding the 
opinion upon the question of slaWry existing 
among them. It might be necessary, by and by, 
that the friends of the Union, in whatever section 
found, or to whatever party belongibg, should 
unite upon this ground, 
man would say that it was not possible that things 
might not be brought to that erisis. Should they 
close this door to the settlement of the question? 
No; let them retain the ground upon which they 
had stood. Therefore, tll a law was passed for 
the government of the Territories, by which the 
question of slavery should be settled, or unul they 
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ferences of | 


He said it might be. No | 


should be admitted as States into the Union, he | 


would do nothing to recognize them as part of the 
Union. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, inqnired whether | 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Dver] had | 


not voted in favor of instructing the Committee on 
‘Territories to bring in a bill organizing these ter- 
ritorial governments, and embracing the principles 
of the Wilmot proviso ? 
Mr. DUER inquired, What has that to do with it? 
Mr. STUART said that would be doing some- 


thing towards recognizing that country as belong- | 


ing to this Unien. 


Mr. DUER said, that what he was opposed to | 
was the recognition of the territory as part of the 


Union, until territorial governments were estab- 
lished, and this controverted question of slavery 
was settled. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, interposed and 


said, that the gentleman had stated that the Whig | 
party had united in not recognizing this territory | 


as belonging to the United States. 


Mr. DUER. 


1 understand that hitherto the | 


Whig party were opposed to the acquisition of the | 


territory, When such acquisition might be danger- 
ous to the Union. 

Mr. BROWN. That is not as | understood the 
gentieman. I understood him to say, .that the 
Whig party all over the Union, independent of the 


question of slavery, had been opposed to the ac- | 


quisition of this territory. 

Mr. DUER, 
fining my own position and the position which had 
been taken by the Whig party, and which I hope 


I simply meant to say this—de- | 


they will not rashly abandon—that I would rather 


preserve the Union as it is, than that the Union 
should be dissolved and this Territory be acquired. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose to a point of 
order. He submitted whether, on a motion to re- 
consider, this debate about the Union, and every- 
thing else, was in order? It seemed to him that it 


was fully as irrelevant as the remarks of the gen- | 


tleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hitirarp.] 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had not called 
the gentleman from Alabama to order for irrele- 
vancy; that question had not been raised. [The 
residue of the Speaker’s remarks was lost. } 





—— 





sect as an. 24, 


Mr. DUER moved that the motion 
sider be laid on the table. 

Mr. STANTON appealed to Mr. Dver to — 
the motion. wenve 

Mr. DUER. Not to make a speech. But je 
the gentleman wishes merely to indicate Mice 
tion, i—having done that myself—am disposed “a 
hear him or other gentlemen'who may desire mm 
do so. , : 

Mr. STANTON. That is precisely 
want to do, 

Mr. DUER said it seemed to be the reneral 
wish of the House that he should adhere to h : 
motion. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the centile. 
man had moved to reconsider the vote upon the 
printing or upon the reference? 

Mr. DUER said, on the reference; and he had 
now moved to lay that motion on the table. 

And the question having been taken and decided 
in the affirmative, the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill had been referred to the Cow. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the t 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to reconsider the vote on 
the printing; and that that motion be laid on the 
table. 

The question having been taken and decided jn 
the affirmative, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled ‘* An act to authorize the issuing 
of a register or enrolment to the ship Annie ‘Tifi,” 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment; when 

The said bill was read the third time and passed, 
and returned to the Senate. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution; which was read: 

Resolvel, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
employ one or more of the smaller vessels of the navy in 
testing the practicability of the tracks recommended by 
Lieutenant Maury, whenever he may be of opinion that such 
vessels can be spared trom other public duty. 

Mr. GRINNELL sent to the Clérk’s table a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy on the sub- 
ject; which was read, 

Mr. G. explained, that the resolution provided 
that one or more vessels should be used only at 
such times as their services might not be needed 
for other purposes. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for the reading of 
the resolution; which was again read. iG 

Mr. C. said, he understood it was a simple 
resolution to be adopted by this House, and nota 
joint resolution to be adopted by the two Houses. 
It was to his mind a very singular proceeding, that 
the House was to, be passing a resolution request- 
ing the Secretary of the Navy to make certain 
experiments. He confessed he did not understand 
it. If it required the authority of law for the Sec- 
retary to make experiments, a joint resolution 
ought to be passed. If it did not require the 
authority of law, it was a singular proceeding on 
the part of this House to request the Secretary of 
the Navy to make experiments in obedience to the 
request of certain individuals, 

He moved that the resolution be laid on the 
table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative: Ayes 63, noes 58. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEPHENS said, that the morning hour 
having expired, he would, in the absence of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. Vinron,] move that the House resolve itselt 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the army bill. 

And the motion having been agreed to, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Toomss, of Geor- 
gia, in the chair,) and proceeded to the considera- 
uon of the bill making appropriations for the sup- 
— of the army for the year ending the 30th ol 

une, 1849. 

The bill was read through, and was then taken 
up by items. 

Mr. SMART moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion. 

And on this motion he proceeded to address the 
committee during the allotted hour. 

He said: At the first session of the present Con- 
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[ presented my views to this House, upon 
ye subject of introducing slavery into our lerrito- 
vg, | have seen no reason to change my position 
‘hen taken upon this question. i 

“since then, the Legislature of Maine has in- 
esueted the Senators and requested the Repre- 
satives of the State to vote to exclude slavery 
‘om all Territories now free. Being fullv aware of 
feeling of my district, and the Staie [ have the 
in part tv represent, upon the question of 
ciavery or freedom in the Territories, it ismy duty 
« represent that feeling in this House; and there 
we no considerations which occur to my mind that 
will prevent me from doing so, The subject is in- 
vested with peculiar interest to the people of the 
North at his time. 
~ Thousands of the most respectable and intelli- 
nt voung men of the North are now on their way 
-, Calitornia. They have gallantly gone forth, and 
tis our tiuty to establisha free zovernmeiit to pro- 


eress, 


set 


nor 


t them. 

inthe remarks I am about to make, [shall waste 
no time to prove the power of Congress to prohibit 
ie extension of slavery. Many members of this 
Hie use have made elaborate speeches to prove the 
»rohivition of slavery in our ‘Territories uncon- 
stitutional; but, sir, there is one decisive answer 
to all these gentlemen. Before the close of the last 
sessiOn, they all voted, with the oath of God upon 
them, to exclude slavery from a large portion of 
our Territories. They voted that slavery should 
not exist north of 36° 30’. 

They cannot reply to this allegation, that they 
yoted for what was generally regarded as a com- 
oromise. ‘They did no such thing; for the line of 
362 30’, as a line between slavery and freedom, 
was strenuously opposed by almost every member 
from the free States, and was looked upon as any- 
thing but a “compromise.’’ In addition to this 
vote, the present Chief Magistrate of the nation 
eave his solemn sanction.to the prohibition of sla- 
very, by putting his signature to the Oregon Terri- 
torial bill, After this vote of southern gentlemen, 
and the approval of the Oregon bili by the Presi- 
dent, | should regard any attempt to argue that we 
had a right to exclude slavery in the Territories 
as a work of supererogation. 

On the authority of the members representing 
the slave States, and of the President, L assert with 
great confidence, that the right of Congress to ex- 
clade slavery must hereafter remain undisputed. 
Indeed, the records show that nearly every mem- 
ber of both Houses of Congress attempted, during 
the last session, to exclude slavery from some por- 
tion of our Territories; and from this fact it 
would seem to be the unanimous opinion of Con- 
gress that such power can be constitutionally ex- 
ercise d. 

As | do not intend to go into the question of 
power, under the Constitution, to legislate upon 
siavery in the ‘Territories, | purpose to consider 
ihe expediency and justice of doing so. IL mean 








to show to the’satisfaction of all fair-minded men, | 


that the extension of the ordinance of 1787 over 


California and New Mexico, is just to all sections | 


of the Union, 

The present Executive of the nation, in speaking 
of those who were engaged in the late war with 
Mexico, uses the following language: 

‘They were men from slavebolding and non-slavehold- 
ng States, from the North and the South, trom the East 

d the West. They were all comwpanions-in-arms and fel- 

y-citizens of the same common country, engaged in the 

ue conmmon cause. When prosecuting that war, they 
were be thren and triends, and shared alike with each ether 
common toils, dangers, and sufferings. Now, when their 
work is ended, when peace is restored, and they return 
aain 10 their homes, put off the habiliments of war, take 
their places in society, and resume their pursuits in civil 
ile, surely a spirit of harmony and concession, and of equal 
regard for the rights of ali and of «all sections of the Union, 
ught to prevail.”? 

[am happy, sir, in saying that I fully concur in 
these remarks of our worthy President. 1 concur 
with him that the men whoshed their biood in Mex- 
ico were from the North as well as from the South; 
and | coneur with him that an ‘equal regard for 
the rights of all, and of all sections of the Union, 
owght to prevail.” Lam prepared to show that it 
equal regard for the rights of all sections does pre- 
vail, California and New Mexico will be preserved 
as an asylum for the free laborers of the nation. 

it has, perhaps, never been seriously disputed 
that the free States have furnished their full share 
of money, in proportion to their — to 
carry on the war with Mexico. t all events, 


t 
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this fact is so apparent that I do not design to go 
Into any Statisucs to prove it. But an error has 
very generally } revailed that the free States have 
not furnished their share of the men. 

Assertions have been constantly made by south- 
ern statesmen and presses 1n favor of ¢ xtending 
slavery, that the South have furnished the largest 
number of men by a creat deal. Upon this point 
l ask gentlemen to look at this extraordinary lan- 
euage, lately made use of by a gentleman in the 
t ‘ = ‘ , ‘ 
United States Senate, [Mr. Yurer.| He says: 
propriet ship of dirty 
When the South has given 
five to one of soldiers for fighting the battles that won the 
territories. 

‘**The fact is known, that the South contrituted more than 
her quota to the acquisition of the territ ry.?* 


* The North may dispute for the 


acres in Mexico, if she plenses 


I sh J] 
be able to show, that the free States have contrib- 
uted their full share of pei 

war; that the blood and tr he free States 
have flowed as freely to secure all the resulis of the 
war as that of the slave States. 

I am aware that the general belief is against this 
statement, but [ will demonstrate conclusive ly that 
that belief is entirely at fault. : 

I take the liberty to present some facts obtained 
from a report of the Secretary of War, in compll- 
ance with a resolution introduced into the House 
by myself on the 20th of December last. 

“The regular army in the war with Mexico, en 
listed since January Ist, 1846, is as follows: 
From Free States. 


These assertions are entirely incorrect. 


sonal service in the late 


isure of ¢t 





‘vom Slave Siates. 








NS dius at ob tdep.clh GIR: Delswar@se<ccccc sacar 148 
New Hampshire....... DOD Maryland si.cccsc cvvcccty lil 
WOPMNONNG Sh rec cacccseke 39] Districtof Columbia.... 184 
Massachuseus@....... FO 1,162 
Rhode Island.......... is3.) North Carolina........ ols 
Connecticut.......0. 6. 6 a 70 
EGON “WIN Saving eves ee PRM i toes 6036400 es eO 
New Jersey... ..cccsees RIROMAB eis osc cievies 716 
Pennsylvania ee 6 
iit i kin hnetawns 5 Louisiana. .....ccc eee 1,260 
RO Cocaine cc's weet Me ROMO a5 eck ckakeooe as 209 
TEU, thas pe koe ean ap 5.405) * BYROREG. ocscictenis 251 
RL Faavebincwssoumews 203. Tennessee ...ccccccece 1,002 
Cp eer re rrr bP  OOROR Ins cna criven's 1,028 
EN ks ov asik’swasies Oh MOND i on a im aie 1133 
I i cic Bichig nce a 3.99 South Carolina........ 310 

CRN iis de excken 11,850 


The strength of the army in service January |, 
1846, was 7,481. Documents from the War De- 
partment show that three-fourths of this number 
were from the free States. The whole strength of 


{ the regular army from the free and slave States 


was, therefore, as follows: 
Enlisted since January 1, 154, from— 


OO Nd ok ech kode © mie Ob al bake 
See CMTS Be TOUR e ccc nc csscneee cnccaeqeeve O10 
EM Cane Lik ain Bike Rete ad ie ale Sie aa at emus ae 9.179 
Eulisted since January 1, 1846, from 
NES Sev wetdit Faas teebn cheesey eens capteses 11,860 
in Service January), 18486 (occ cc scecccvcvecseesess 1.87) 
eR RP, 2 A a ee ping Fe ee? 13,731 


The strength of the volunteer force | have ob- 
tained from a report made to the Senate, April 8, 
1848, by the Secretary of War. Here it is; 


Volunteers for the war from free States . 178 companies. 
, 


Twelve months’ men from free States...... ik ‘ 
ecu wis Ramed bedamackeead 4.600 one ) do. 

Volunteers for the war from slave States... . 166 do. 

‘Twelve months’ men from slave States.....107 do. 
MR lens ceicaseebae obese ska htecsss poe do. 


In addition to this force, there were 12,540 * three 
and six-months’ men”’ from the slave States. Now, 
let us suppose the volunteer companies to average 
ninety men each: this would give, from the free 
States 26,910 volunteers, and from the slave States 
42,510 volunteers, including 12,540 “three and 
six-months’ men’’ in the number from the slave 
States. 

But, sir, this is not the whole force employed in 
the war. The naval service on the Gulf and Pacifié 
coasts, during the war with Mexico, has been a 
laborious and hazardous one, and | think not suffi- 
ciently appreciated. The accomplished and able 
Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Mason, in speaking of 
the services of the navy in the late war with Mex- 
ico, uses the following language: 

“In the Pacific our squadron, with means not fitted for 
inland operations, acting independently, and in codperation 
with asmall force of our gailant army, effected the con 
quest of California. * . . ° 

* In the Gulf of Mexico, from the beginning of the war, by 
codperation at the Brazos, while the battle of Palo Alto was 
raging, by the capture of Tanipico, by protecting the trans- 
portation and the landing of the troops at Vera Cruz, by its 
gallant coGperation in the siege, bombardment, and capture 


4 


of that city and its defences, by its suecessful operutions | 
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against Tabaseo, Tnspan, Laguna, and other points in the in 

terior and on the coast, but especially by holding a ecustant 
command of the sea, and by is Vigilance and activity, ex 

cluding contraband trade and supplies of munitions of war 
from the enemy, the squadrons rendered the mo-t ynportint 
services to their common country, These services were 
rendered in @ most inhospitable climate, apd in the midst of 


suflering and death, not caused by the enemy in the lonor- 
coufliet of arms, but by the silent ravages of disense.’? 


A naval commander, who served in the Gulf du- 
ting the war, also bears honorable testimeny in 
relation to the services of the seamen who partict- 
pated inthe war. In a letter said to have been 
written to a member of Congress, he says: 

‘They served on shore at the navy battery whieh did so 
much towards the reduction of Vera Cruz. Thev tanded 


md captured Tuypan \t Tabasco, they merched into the 
Infertor, and, while acting as artillery and infantry, were 


trequently engaged wih the enemy. On the Paeifie const, 
achiig dy soldiers, they pertormed long and fatiguing marches 
requently encountering, and always deteating. the en 


emmy 
* * = «Those who served in the Gulf of Mexico aut 
fered horri! ly by Ctecise, and endured every discomfort in- 
cident to a hot and pestiential climate.’ ~« 
‘On all these ocecasions, lives wer: 


lost, and gieat suffer 
Ing, privation, and fugue endured.’ 


To what section of the Union did a ereat 


jority oi 


wrose services are 

I ask attention, sir, 
s, obtained from a report of Secretary Ma 
son, In answer to my resolution, which embraced * 
acall upon him, as well as upon the Secretary of 
War. According to that report, the naval strength 
from the free 


these men belong, 
thus ¢ loquently spoke n of? 


to fa 


and slaveholding sections of the 
Union, which took part in the war, was as I shall 
now state: 

Naval officers from the free States. 


ee eee ewe eee eee {139 
Naval officers from the slave States............... S78 
Marines from the free States........ ccc ccsccces 1297 
Marines from the slave States..............cccees 155 


and Pacific coasts during the waramounted to 7.U00, 
Calculati: g upon data suggested by the Secretary 
of the Navy, there were of these— 

From the tree States 5 RS 


Peni the cave BiB es 6 ves'e veense eweddd eee 1,167 


Total officers, seamen, and marines 
From the free 
From the 


State 


Seehha SECS ne dens twieneedee 7.619 
SOS CRANES ised. Seed i Kei Tin ds 1,695 


‘This statement must be received with one quali- 
fication. There are about one thousand persons 
(officers and men) of foreign birth included in the 
number from the free States. But I have been 
informed that they are generally citizens of the 
North. Atall events, they are generally from non- 
slaveholding countries. 

Permit me, sir, to devote one moment to a re- 
capitulation. ‘The whole force in the war with 
Mexico was as follows: 


Volunteers from the free States................ 26.910 
Naval force from the free States...............- 6139 

i eer Wi deveb<cevach operas tevetase ttn 63,708 
Regular army from the slave States.............. 1 S731 


Volunteers, including “ three and six months’ 


- men” from the slave States..........ecceeues 42.510 
Naval force from the slave States...... 6... 6.000. 1,605 
Tet iis i's incigtads odeWere eve ibesonvenenaeee oT 835 


In this exhibit of. the number of men furnished 
by each section of the Union for this war with 
Mexico, [ have included 12,540 * three and six 
months’ men,’’ none of whom served over three 
months. These were all from the slavelholding 
States, being nearest the seatof war. Deduct these, 
whose services were in a great measure nominal, 
and the excess of men furnished by the free States 
would amount to 18,312. A portion of the ** three 
and six months’ men”’ undoubtedly did some good 
service. Their number of killed and died of wounds 
amounted to 117. 

I mean no disparagement of these troops; I 
only intend to say that their brief term of service 
rendered it impossible for them to perform a great 
deal towards the results of the war. 

Mr. MORSE interrupted, and (Mr. Smarr hav- 
ing yielded for explanation) said he wished to 
state, that but for the action of General TRylor, 
the probability was that there would have been no 
three months’ men at all. General Taylor called 
upon the Governor of Louisiana for men for six 
months, thinking that this would be sufficient; 
and in the course of six weeks, one-fourth of the 
fighting population of Louisiana were in Mexico, 
making 6,000 men, for six months’ men. When 


they got there, and had served three months, these 
men, who were only prepared for six months’ 
men, were told that they must go home or enlist 
for a year. 
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Mr. SMART. In answer to the gentleman let 
me sey, that there were about one thousand men 
in Maine who came forward as volunteers, and 
held themselves ready as a regiment to march to 
the seat of war at a moment’s warning; and this 
was for a service of a similar character; and you 
find that this was a fact all over the Union. 

Mr. FLOURNOY interposed, and desired to 
ask the gentleman from Maine whether, in his 
estimate of fighting men furnished by the North 
and by the South, he had taken into consideration 
the comparative population of the two sections of 
the country ? . 

Mr. SMART. I am coming to that. 

[ am not attempting any invidious comparison. 
My object is to show thatthe Tree States have done 
their whole duty in the late war. If, in addition to 
the facts | have presented, the terms of service of 
those from the free and slaveholding States are 
taken into the account, [I think all will come to the 
conclusion that the North 1s not to be reproached 
that they have not furnished their quota of men, 
in propertion to their population, for a-war that 
was commenced to defend the territory of ‘Texas, 
and lo complete its annexation. This is my answer 
to the gentleman from Virginia. The South fur- 
nished more twelve months’ men, and more three 
months’ men; but the North furnished more regu- 
lars, more volunteers for the war,and more seamen 
and marines. 

lt may be true, that soldiers from the free States 
had less Opportunity to disunguish themselves in 
battle. Butin many of the most noted battles | 
see that the volunteers, from all sections, suffered 
in nearly equal proportions. 

The volunteers killed and wounded in several 
battles were as follows: 


— -—-—— _ 


— 


From the free States. Fvom the slave States. 


Buena Vista 

Vera Cruz..... 
nf” ee 
Contreras & Churubuseo, 1r 
Chapultepec 


Sut | have no disposition to enter into these de- 
tails. | have only entered into them in defence of 
the North, and for the purposes of my argument. 
I dislike any sectional view of the services of our 
brave men in battle. They have all nobly de- 
fended the honor and interests of their country; 
but in self-defence | must say, that the free States 
have furnished their full share of men and money 
for all the purposes of the war; and I think the 
statement | have presented must forever silence the 
reproaches that they have not done so. By this 
jot eijort of our arms we have secured to the use 
of the nation 923,078 square miles of land, em- 
braced in the Territory of Texas, New Mexico, 
and California. l regard the Territories of Texas, 
New Mexico, and California, as one acquisition— 
and all equally the results of the war. Texas 
consented to be annexed to the United States in 
1845 by ‘joint resolutions,” in eonsideration that 
our Government would defend her from an impend- 
ing and menacing foe. 

Immediately after the act of annexation, the 
frontier of Texas was infested with murderous 
bands of guerrilleros. 

The families and firesides of the Texans were in 
constant danger of outrage and violation by herds 
of hostile Mexicans. Texas, therefore, when an- 
nexed in 1845 was of no value, because of its in- 
security. It was immediately invaded, and nothing 
was left to us but to abandon Texas, or to obtain 
for it security by waging war with Mexico. We 
took the latter alternative. We had annexed Texas 
by paper resolutions; but annexation, in fact, was 
not accomplished in 1845. It became necessary to 
do that “ with force of arms.”’ 

We did it, and acquired in addition two prov- 
inces—California and New Mexico. These three 
tracts of country stand substantially on the same 
groufld. We took the deed of ‘Texas, of the 'Tex- 
an Government befere fighting for it, and the deed 
of the additional Mexican territory, of the Mex- 
ican Government after fighting for it; but our 
army fought for the whole. It is true that the 
‘Texan authorities made a very respectable deed of 
the territory of Texas to our Government, but they 
did not covenant with us to warrant and defend. 
On the contrary, we undertook to obtain, at the 
expense of a war, a quit-claim from Mexico. 
These acquisitions, | repeat, stand upon the same 


| Michigan 


fight in defence of Texas, and to secure it to our 
use. Now, if the positions I have taken are cor- 
rect, and I think they cannot be overthrown, are 
not the citizens of the free States entitled to their 
share of this territory, unincumbered by an in- 
stitution that would exclude them? This question 
admits of a plain answer. In the language of the 
President, ‘*equal regard for the rights of all and 
all sections ought to prevail.”’ 

All must agree, as free laborers will not settle 
upon slave territory, that the free States, having 
contributed their share of men and money towards 
the acquisition of Texas, New Mexico, and Cali- 
fornia, are entitied to their share of this acquisi- 
tion, as free territory, according to their population. 
How then, Mr. Chairman, does the account now 
stand? ‘Texas embraces a superficies of 397,000 
square miles, assuming the boundary fixed by the 
laws of Texas. California and New Mexico 
amount to 526,078 square miles. The aggregate 
of these several tracts is, as | have already stated, 
923,078 square miles. Now, the nanaiiiek of 


the free States amounts to about 12,193,000, and 


that of the slave States to 8,553,000. Provided 
the soil of Texas, New Mexico, and California is 
of equal value, and that the whole people of the 
South are interested in slavery, a division accord- 
ing to population would require that 554,513 square 


miles should be free, and that 380,565 square miles , 


should be slave territory. Give ‘Texas the line 


she has assumed, and extend, slavery no further, | 


and the slaveholding population will have much 
more than their proporuon of the whole territory. 
You give for purposes of entire freedom 526,078 


square miles, and leave for slavery within the | 


limits of Texas 397,000 square mile@ 

But suppose you do not establish the line Texas 
has assumed, (and I do not intend to express any 
opinion as to that line in this discussion,) with any 
line Congress is likely to adopt—if you consider 
the poor character of much of the soil in California 
and New Mexico when compared with Texas—in 
my judgment, the South will retain fully their 


share of our late acquisitions should they relin- | 


uish the attempt to propagate slavery west of 
is I think, thereforeg our southern friends 
should be satisfied with a settlementof the bound- 
ary of Texas asa settlement of the line of slavery. 

Some have estimated the area of Texas less 
than the government of ‘Texas estimates it. 
suppose it is so: it must be remembered that | 
have assumed that the eight millions of people in 
the South are all interested in slavery, while it is 
a fact that not over thite hundred thousand have 
any pecuniary interestin slaves. Besides, sir, the 
non-slaveholders of the South have the benefit of all 
free territory, and constantly emigrate from choice 
to such territory in great numbers. In connection 
with this fact, | am justified in saying that a great 
majority of those who fought for this territory 
prefer it should be free. 

In corroboration of this statement, I ask atten- 
tion to the location of land warrants by the soldiers 
who served in the Mexican war, agreeably to a 
report of the War Department. 

FREE STATES. 
Warrants for 
160 acres. 40 acres. 

201 8 

ros 2h 
2,980 284 
as 
. ddd 


Total No. 
of ucres. 

32,480 
130,320 
408,160 
13,930 
589,310 
257,600 


1,511,800 


SOND. cnc cae sesincues eee 
597 
32 


947 


Wisconsin 
Iowa 


9,212 
947 


| Total in free States.......... 10,159 


SLAVEHOLDING STATES. 
Missouri anon cu leee 26 
ROE sici's s isesiee enesied ee 738 
Misvissippi.... er 5 
Louisiana....... 15] 
Bie cain endtianccan sacs 
Florida...... 


150,960 
9,520 
10,120 
41,000 
46,120 
263,720 
1,511,800 
Total in slave States.........1,750 esecees 
Total acr@s located... 2... .eceeeceeeeeeeeseven celyd say0a0 
Here is the whole number of warrants taken, 
up to the time of the commencement of the 
ent session of Congress. Here are nearly 12,000 
soldiers who have practically declared for free soil, 
siz to one! Only about 1,700 soldiers have taken 
land in slave States. 


ground, with this difference: we commenced the ,, 12,000 men must have belonged to the South, 


But | 


res- | 


More than 1,700 of these . 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


T 
lands in free States. 

Upon a careful examination of the 
stated, [ believe all will agree, that u 
ciple of an equitable division be 
the slave States, slavery should 
California and New Mexico. 

But what division do southern gentlemen 
pose? Why, they offer the line of 36° 
ultimatum. And how would the accoy 
with this line? They would retain, for slay 

; : e- 
holding purposes, Texas, embracing 397,000 Square 
miles, and California and New Mexico south f 
36° 30’, amounting to 262,000 square miles Pe 
aggregate of which is 659,000 square miles! "And 

they propose to give, for all the non-slaveholders 
of this great Union, only 264,000 square mites! 
The North and the South, as joint partners since 
1845, have been engaged in the business of annex. 
ing territory; and when the question of partition 
comes up, the South say we will take 659,049 
square miles of the territory we have acquired 
and you must not take more than 262,000 square 
‘miles! The North answer with a demand for an 
equitable division according to the population of 
each section of the Union of all the territory acquired 
since 1845. But southern gentlemen tell us that the 
demand degrades them. It would seem that, unless 
they can have six hundred thousand to our two hun- 
dred thousand square miles of this territory, they 
are degraded, and a dissolutiog of the Union willbe 
the consequence. I cannet say what the North, 
as a section of country, may do; but I can say 
that individuals of the North are not generally in 
the habit of soing into partnerships which yield 
such dividends. But, sir, southern gentlemen can- 
not be serious. It must be on their part a sportive 
attempt to test the credulity of northern men. 

But there are strong reasons for prohibiting sla- 
very in California and New Mexico, besides those 
founded upon an equitable division of the Territo- 
ries we haveacquired. The settlement of the ques. 
tion of extending slavery in these Territories may 
involve the future peace of the whole nation. The 
discreet portion of all parties in this country prefer 
to see a cultivation of the arts of peace, and no 
necessity for attention to the art of war. Peace 
hath her victories that are much more noble than 
those of war. Shall we not, then, avoid all cause, 
immediate or remote, of future war, when we can 
do so without dishonor? But I fear there are some 
who think it justifiable to run the hazard of war, 
when the further propagation of slavery will be the 
result. Such men, I doubt not, are intensely anx- 
ious upon the subject of propagating slavery in our 
newly acquired ‘Territories. If, sir, you extend 
slavery to the Pacific, the inducement to undertake 
enterprises against Mexico is constantly held out 
to them. These men, though few in number, 
might involve our country in war. A small por- 
tion of the people might possess the power to do 
so under some circumstances. It is the duty, then, 

of all lovers of peace, to Jabor to remove such in- 

_ducements, by excluding slavery from our late 

| acquisitions. If slavery be excluded from these 

| ‘Territories, while slavery propagandists might be 

| willing to provoke a war to add to the Union more 

| slave territory, they would understand that enter- 
prises against our Mexican neighbors would only 
end in additional free territory, and consequesily 
such enterprises would not be undertaken. | say, 
then, to moderate men of all parties, both North 
and South, if you are opposed to wars for con- 
quest, pronounce, by a Congressional act, that 
there shall be no further propogation of slavery. 
Let me be understood, Mr. Chairman. I am not 
opposed to further acquisitions of territory; but ! 
am opposed to wars for conquest, and am oppo 
to the acquisition of free territory to be cu 
with a condition of slavery. 

There are those who appear to think that there 
are no reasons for the prohibition of slavery 10 our 
territories, except those growing out of abolition 
feeling. This is a very great error. The exten- 
sion of slavery is wrong in itself, but independent 
of any idea of abolition, there are conclusive ree 
sons against the propagation of slavery in Califor- 
nia and New Mexico. There is one reason that 
addresses itself to every non-slaveholder in the 

country: The prohibition of slavery is a question 
of pure interest to the non-slaveholders of the North 
and South. The Territories of California and 
New Mexico, if preserved free, will furnish & 

.. of refuge for the industrious and enterprising poof 
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